Romans 


CKuitanecA: 


~  Course  Title:  Advanced  Epistolary  Liter*  ture-Romans-BNTS-320 — Three  Units 


Professor:  Nickolas  Kurtaneck,  Ih.D. 


Description  of  the  Course : 

An  eclectic  study  of  Romans  through  analysis,  exegesis,  and  exposition 
of  the  text  with  specific  emphasis  upon  doctrinal  content. 


Course  Objectives:  At  the  conclusion  of  the  course,  the  student 

1.  will  be  able  to  engage  in  an  independent  study  of  Romans  in 
a  more  detailed  manner. 

will  be  able  to  articulate  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  Faith.  ^002- 

3.  will  be  able  to  confirm  the  practical  value  of  doctrine  to 
the  Christian  life. 

4.  will  be  able  to  refute  teachings  that  oppose  the  historic 
doctrines  of  Christianity. 

5.  will  be  able  to  apply  the  tools  of  scientific  study  to  other 
books  of  the  Bible. 

6.  will  have  been  encouraged  to  become  a  disciple  of  Christ  in 
whatever  occupation  one  may  work  in  as  a  means  of  livelihood. 

will  have  been  challenged  to  ”gLorif y  God  the  Father  through 
God  the  Son  by  the  power  of  God  the  Holy  Spirit”  throughout 
life  (Eph.  3:21). 


Course  Requirements : 

1.  Reading  Hie  Epistle  to  the  Romans  by  James  A.  Stifler.  Study 
questions  assigned  weekly,  which  will  be  discussed  in  class. 

2.  Reading  a  book^jga^  Romans  of  your  choice.  Consult  bibliography 
in  the  syllabus  for  possible  selections.  A  two  page  typewritten 
objective  evaluation  of  the  book,  rate  the  book  on  a  scale  of 

1  -  10,  due  at  the  time  of  the  final  exam. 


A  one  page  typewritten  discussion  of  the  following  doctrines 
using  the  Bible  or  outside  sources  for  information.  Half  to 
be  completed  by  the  last  class  of  the  eight  week;  the  rest  by 
the  time  of  the  final  exam.  First  half — the  doctrines  of 


3. 
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grace ,  depravity,  justification,  atonement,  propitiation, 
reconciliation,  and  faith.  Second  half —adoption .  election, 
security,  eleriLiun,  foreknowledge,  predestination,  and  glo¬ 
rification  .  O/OiO^r  r 


Glass  Textbooks : 

1*  The  English  Bible— Standard  translation— either  the  K.J.A.V., 
NZA.s7b77  BL.S.V. ,  or  N.I.V.  Be.  sure  to  bring  a  Bible  to 
class— it  is  our  main  textbook. 

2.  The  Epistle  to  the  Romans— James  A.  Stifler— 256  pages. 

3.  Romans— Syllabus  by  the  Professor. 

4.  Greek  Text— If  you  have  a  background  in  Greek. 


Grading  System; 

1.  Three  objective-essay  exams  will  be  given  during  the  sixth 
week,  the  eleventh  week,  and  the  last  week  of  the  semester. 

2.  The  exams  will  be  based  on  the  lecture  notes  plus  certain 
questions  from  Stifler* s  book. 

3.  Each  exam  will  count  100  points — maximum  300  points  earned 
by  way  of  the  exams. 

4.  Each  reading  assignment  will  count  30  points—  maximum  60 
points  earned  by  these  assignments. 

5.  Assignment  on  the  doctrines  may  earn  40  points. 

6.  Extra  credit  of  ten  points  may  be  earned  for  memorizing 
chapter  eight  using  the  K.J.A.V. 

7.  The  final  grade  will  be  deterained  by  the  total  points  based 

on  the  following  scale:  380-400— A;  370-379— A- ;  358-369—8+; 

349-357— B;  340-348— B-;  331-339— C+;  310-330— C;  295-309— G- 
280-294— D+;  165^79— D;  Below  X50—F. 

8.  Option— in  place  of  reading  the  book  of  your  choice  and  taking 

the  final  exam,  you  may  choose  to  do  a  research  paper  of  15 
pages  in  length  on  any  aspect  of  Romans.  At  least  seven  sources 
should  be  quoted  from  in  the  paper.  Project  must  be  typewritten 
flpri  nay  earn  130  points  as  follows :  70  points  for  quality;  20 

points  for  grammar;  20  points  for  neatness;  20  points  for  com¬ 
pleteness.  If  you  choose  this  option,  please  inform  me  within 

two  weeks* 
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Glass  Regulations; 

1.  Participation  in  class  discussions  is  encouraged  and  expected. 
Exercise  your  privilege  to  ask  questions;  also  to  share  infor¬ 
mation  related  to  subject  matter.  Be  ready  and  milling  to 
contribute  to  the  edification  of  all  in  the  class. 

2.  Four  unexcused  absences  are  permitted  during  the  semester* 
Overcutting  mill  lower  the  final  grade— five  points  for  each 
unexcused  absence.  Any  notes  missed  due  to  absences  are  to  be 
secured  from  other  students. 

3.  If  you  must  leave  class  early,  please  let  know  before  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  class;  otherwise,  you  will  be  counted  absent 
for  leaving  without  permission. 

4.  Apart  from  real  emergencies,  all  assignments  are  due  on  the 
date  that  has  been  scheduled.  No  rescheduling  of  exams  unless 
prearranged  for  valid  reasons. 


Class  Conduct : 

Let  us  strive  to  be  Christ-like  in  our  relationships  with  each 
other  by  walking  in  the  Spirit  (Gal.  5.16).  May  it  be  our  sincere 
desire  to  magnify  Christ  in  thought,  speech,  and  deed.  Let  us  see 
each  other  in  Christ  and  **love  one  another,  for  love  is  of  God; 
and  everyone  that  loves  is  born  of  God,  and  knows  God.  He  that 
loves  not  knows  not  God,  for  God  is  love"1  (I  Jh.  4:7-8). 


Helpful  Profile 


Response  to  the  following  questions  is  voluntary.  Your  willingness  to  answer  them  will 
enable  me  to  contribute  more  effectively  to  the  development  of  your  life  as  a  child  of 
God.  This  information  will  assist  me  to  understand  you  better — to  pray  more  intelli¬ 
gently  for  you — to  help  you  in  meeting  personal  needs.  It  is  my  desire  to  become  your 
friend  and  to  cultivate  our  spiritual  relationship  in  the  Body  of  Christ.  To  the  end 
that  we  might  become  more  like  Christ,  and  thus  glorify  God,  our  Heavenly  Father. 


1.  Name—  “\)©e 
Class — 


Major — 

Home  Address — 
Present  Address- 


\  ic>on  sT/see  fe.  *b? 

y  'BuBvJA  SOfaTZ  i 


Church  Affiliation—  CALLAO}!  dP 


.  P  ov 


Members  of  your  family:  (Names,  Relationship,  Spiritual  State) 

paigM&Ia  -  (yH7&iA(L 

-  c/ cr&uc. 


3.  Do  you  have  any  problems  in  the  following  areas?  If  so,  please  explain. 

a.  Spiritual  realm — 

b.  Emotional  realm — 


c.  Physical  realm — 

d.  Social  realm — 


e.  Financial  realm — 


f.  Academic  realm — 

g.  .  Family  realm — 
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h .  Romance  realm — 


4.  Do  you  prefer: 

a.  Lecture  method  of  teaching — 

b.  Lecture  method-class  interaction — 

c.  Discussion  groups — 

d. 

e.  Other  methods  (explain) — 

f.  Are  you  adaptable  to  any  method — 


5.  Do  you  prefer: 

a.  Objective  tests — 


b.  Essay  tests — 


d.  Other  types  (explain) — 

e.  Are  you  adaptable  to  any  type — 


9.  How  can  I  help  you  to  accomplish  your  goals? — 

i 


—p  Dp 


10.  Is  there  any  other  information  that  will  help  me  to  help  you?  Have  I  omitted  any 
areas  of  your  life  that  will  equip  me  to  serve  you  more  efficiently? 


NOTE:  If  you  desire  personal  counselling — let  me  know — I  will  arrange  to  meet  you  in 

my  office,  room  13,  in  Marshburn  Hall.  Also,  come  by  for  a  get-acquainted  visit. 


Greek  Terms — Romans 


Chapter  3: 

me  genoito  -  let  it  not  be,  God  forbid,  perish  the  thought 
apolutroseos  -  redemption 
hilasterion  -  propitiation 
nomos  -  law 

peritome  -  circumcision 

akrobustia  -  uncircumcision 

dorean  -  freely,  without  cause 

katargeo  -  render  useless,  cancel,  nullify 

histano  -  establish,  confirm 


Chapter  4? 

sarx  -  flesh,  human  body 
graphe  -  scripture 
logizomai  -  reckoned,  counted 
maka£ios  -  blessed,  happy 
sphragis  -  seal,  token,  proof 
sperma  -  seed,  offspring 
gegraptai  -  it  is  written 
paradidomi  -  give  over,  deliver  up 
egeiro  -  to  raise,  awaken 
semeios  -  a  sign 


Chapter  5: 

thlipsis  -  tribulation 
upomene  -  patience 
dokime  -  approved 
elpis  -  hope 
agape  -  love 
echthros  -  enemy 

katallasso  -  to  change,  reconcile 
parabasis  —  transgression,  deviation 
homoioma  -  likeness,  resemblance 
paratoma  -  trespass,  fall 
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Introductory  Notes 


Value  of  Romans :  Faith  is  the  all-comprehensive  principle  of  the 
dJxristlan  life,  for  it  is  the  key  that  unlocks  the  content  of  sal¬ 
vation  from  new  birth  to  glorification  in  a  practical  way.  It  is 
imperative  therefore  that  Christians  major  in  the  education  of 
their  faith,  because  it  is  impossible  to  please  God  without  faith 
(Heb.  11:6),  for  whatsoever  “is  not  of  faith  is  sin”  (Rom.  14:23). 
Of  all  the  books  in  the  New  Testament— Romans  stands  out  as  the 
leading  book  in  the  task  of  educating  faith  in  Christ,  because  it 
is  in  this  epistle  that  the  complete  scope  of  faith  is  revealed 
through  such  doctrines  as  sin,  justification,  sanctification,  per¬ 
severance,  glorification,  and  Christian  conduct.  The  writer  pene¬ 
trates  deeply  into  these  integrated  themes  disclosing  their  intri¬ 
cate  thought  structure  through  several  aspects  of  systematic  the¬ 
ology.  An  adequate  understanding  of  these  truths  lays  a  solid 
doctrinal  foundation  upon  which  to  build  the  superstructure  of  the 
life  of  faith.  Many  outstanding  men  have  testified  to  the  immea¬ 
surable  value  of  Romans: 

Martin  Luther,  the  father  of  protestantism,  stated  in 
the  preface  of  his  book  on  Romans  that  the  epistle  "to 
the  Romans  is  the  true  masterpiece  of  the  New  Testament 
and  the  very  purest  gespel,  which  is  well  worth  and  de¬ 
serving  that  a  Christian  man  should  not  only  learn  it 
by  heart,  word  for  word,  but  also  that  he  should  daily 
deal  with  it  as  the  daily  bread  of  men's  souls.  It  can 
never  be  too  much  or  too  well  read  or  studied,  and  the 
more  it  is  handled,  the  more  precious  it  becomes,  and 
the  better  it  tastes." 

Gedet,  outstanding  expositor  of  the  Bible,  wrote  that 
the  Reformation  "was  undoubtedly  the  work  of  the  Epis¬ 
tle  to  the  Romans,  ...  and  the  probability  is  that 
every  great  spiritual  revival  in  the  Church  will  be 
connected  as  effect  and  cause  with  a  deeper  under¬ 
standing  of  this  book.  ...  The  Epistle  to  the  Ro¬ 
mans  is  the  cathedral  of  the  Christian  faith."  (F. 

Godet,  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  pg.  1). 

Chrysostom,  early  Church  Father,  had  Romans  read  to 
him  twice  every  week,  commenting  that  it  was  unques¬ 
tionably  the  "fullest,  deepest  compendium  of  all 
foundation  truths"  (J.  S.  Baxter,  Explore  the  Book, 

Vol.  VI,  pg.  66). 


Coleridge ,  renown  English  poet,  said  that  Remans  is 
the  "profoundest  piece  of  writing  in  existence"  (Go¬ 
det,  op.  cit.,  pg.  1). 


Findlay,  famous  theologian,  remarked  that  for  "the 
purpose  of  systematic  theology,  Romans  is  the  most 
important  book  in  the  Bible.  More  than  any  other, 
it  has  determined  the  course  of  Christian  thought'* 

(J.  S.  Baxter,  op.  cit.,  pg.  67). 

Baxter,  well-known  teacher  of  the  Bible,  said  that 
Romans  "is  both  the  alphabet  and  the  charter  of 
evangelical  Christianity.  To  master  its  contents 
is  to  be  grounded  and  settled  in  the  faith,  and  to 
acquire  a  life-long  enrichment"  (Ibid.,  pg.  67). 

Barnhouse ,  highly  esteemed  expositor  of  Scripture, 
attributes  the  success  of  his  ministry  at  the 
Tenth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Philadelphia  to  the 
book  of  Romans.  Commenting  on  his  ministry,  he 
wrote  that  for  "three  and  one-half  years  of  his 
early  ministry  in  that  Church,  I  never  took  a 
text  outside  of  the  epistle  to  the  Romans.  I 
saw  the  church  transformed;  the  audience  filled 
the  pews  and  then  the  gallaries;  and  the  work 
went  on  with  great  blessing"  (D.  G.  Barnhouse, 

Romans,  preface,  pg.  iii). 

Other  testimonies  could  be  added  to  these  attesting  to  the  practi¬ 
cal  value  of  Remans  to  the  Christian.  However,  realization  of  this 
fact  requires  personal  study  and  application  of  the  contents  of 
this  book.  For  it  is  undeniable  that  "faith  comes  by  hearing  and 
hearing  by  the  Word  of  God"  (Rom.  10:17),  and  that  it  is  a  doer 
of  the  Word  that  is  "blessed  in  his  deeds"  (James  1:25).  £very 
believer  is  thus  encouraged  to  master  its  contents  in  an  intel¬ 
lectual  and  experiential  manner,  and  thereby  prove  that  Romans 
is  indeed  an  educator  of  faith. 


Author  of  Romans:  Penned  by  Tertius  (Romans  16:22),  amanuensis  to 
Paul,  authorship  is  ascribed  unanimously  to  the  Apostle  Paul.  Even 
critics,  who  have  doubted  Paul’s  authorship  of  many  of  his  letters, 
acknowledge  his  authorship  of  Romans.  Internal  evidence  supports 
Pauline  authorship  as  indicated  by  the  following  facts: 

1.  2he  author  is  called  Paul  an  apostle  and  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ  (1:1). 

2.  The  author  considered  himself  to  be  a  special 
apostle  to  the  Gentiles  in  accord  with  Paul’s 
calling  and  commission  (1:1;  11:13;  15:15-20; 
cf.  Acts  9:15;  Gal.  2:8). 

3.  Ihe  author  was  a  Jew  (9:3-4),  and  a  pioneer  mis¬ 
sionary  laboring  in  untouched  fields  (15:15-20; 
cf.  Acts  13-20).  Both  were  true  of  Paul. 


4.  The  author  planned  to  take  a  financial  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  poor  saints  in  Jerusalem.  This 
mission  corresponded  to  the  trip  proposed  by 
Paul  (15:25-26;  cf.  Acts  24:17;  I  Cor.  16:1-3; 

II  Cor.  8-9).  ’ 

5.  The  author  expressed  concern  over  his  visit  to 
Jerusalem.  His  apprehension  correlates  to  that 
of  Paul  at  Miletus  (15:30-31;  cf.  Acts  2 0:22-23). 

6.  The  author  planned  to  visit  Rome  in  keeping  with 
Paul* s  purpose  recorded  by  Luke,  his  co-laborer 
and  physician  (1:10-15;  15:23-24;  cf.  Acts  19:21). 

External  evidence  is  also  abundant  in  support  of  Pauline  author¬ 
ship.  Early  church  fathers  as  Polycarp,  Clement  of  Rome,  Ignatius, 
Justin  Martyr,  Irenaeus,  Hippolytua  and  others  attribute  the  book 
ox  Romans  to  Paul*  Even  Marcion- - the  gnostic  heretic--ascribed 
authorship  of  Romans  to  Paul.  In  the  light  of  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal  evidence,  as  expressed  by  Groaacki,  there  '’can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  author  of  this  Epistle  is  none  other  than  Paul 
the  Apostle"  (R.G.  Gromacki,  New  Testament  Survey,  pg.  179). 


:£SiJSjg£.  writing:  Most  evangelical  scholars  place  the 

writing  of  Romans  in  Conntn,  and  the  time  between  55-58  A.D.  after 
had  written  I  and  II  Corinthians.  Such  scripture  as  Romans  15: 
23-33;  Acts  19:21;  20:1-3;  24:14  along  with  I  Corinthians  16:1-B  and 
II  Corinthians  8-9  suggest  Paul  wrote  the  epistle  after  receiving 
the  offering  for  the  saints  in  Jerusalem. 

Further  support  for  this  view  is  the  mention  of  Phoebe,  a  deacon- 
ness  in  the  church  at  Cenchrea,  which  was  the  seaport  of  Corinth 
(Rom.  16 :l-2) .  Since  Paul  commends  her  to  the  church  in  Rome ,  and 
mentions  her  first  in  the  long  list  of  names,  it  is  assumed  that 
Phoebe  probably  delivered  the  letter  from  Paul  to  the  saints  in 
Rome.  Paul  also  extends  the  greeting  of  Gaius  and  Erastus  to  the 
church  in  Rome  (16:23),  who  were  residents  of  Corinth,  thus  pro¬ 
ving  that  he  must  have  been  in  Corinth  at  the  time  of  writing. 

An  alternate  theory  suggests  Philippi  as  the  place  of  writing  be¬ 
fore  Paul  sailed  for  Troas  (Acts  20:5-6).  This  view  notes  that 
Paul  changed  his  plans  of  sailing  from  Greece  because  of  a  Jewish 
plot  against  his  life.  Consequently,  he  returned  to  Macedonia 
before  departing  for  Asia  Minor  and  Jerusalem  (Acts  20:3-4). 

Also,  Paul's  reference  to  Illyrieum  suggests  he  was  In  Macedonia 
ij*  of  writing  (Rom.  15:19).  The  facts,  however,  appear 

to  ^  .  better  into  Paul  s  plan  to  sail  from  Greece  rather  than 
an  unintended  change  of  plans  due  to  the  hostility  of  Jews.  The 
manner  in  which  Paul  refers  to  the  contribution  of  Macedonia  and 
Achaia  implies  that  he  was  in  Achaia  at  the  time  of  writing, 


otherwise  he  would  have  most  likely  cited  Achaia  before  Macedonia 
(Rom.  15:26).  As  to  the  mention  of  Illyricum  in  Romans  15:19,  a 
plausible  explanation  is  suggested  that  Paul's  reference  to  Illy¬ 
ricum  does  not  mean  that  he  "had  to  be  in  the  adjacent  section  of 
Macedonia  at  the  time  of  writing;  it  only  signified  to  the  church 
in  Rome  that  he  had  gone  as  far  north  in  his  evangelism  as  he  had 
planned  and  that  he  now  wanted  to  move  westward  toward  Rome  and 
Spain"  (Gromacki,  ibid* ,  p.  181).  We  conclude  then  that  the  tra¬ 
ditional  view  of  placing  the  writing  at  Corinth  fits  best  the  da¬ 
ta  secured  from  the  Bible. 


Purpose  of  Romans:  Commissioned  to  serve  as  an  apostle  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  the  Gentiles  (Acts  1:15-16;  Rom.  15:16),  Paul  set  his 
heart  on  going  to  Rome  to  minister  to  the  Saints  and  Gentiles  in 
that  city  (Rom.  15:23-24).  For  reason  unknown,  however,  he  had 
been  detained  from  making  the  trip  (Rom.  1:13;  15:22).  Since 
Satan  hindered  Paul  on  several  occasions  when  he  planned  to  go 
to  Thessalonica  (I  Ihess.  2:18),  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  pre¬ 
vented  Paul  from  making  the  journey  to  Rome.  Ihis  epistle  was 
thus  written  to  inform  the  church  of  his  delayed  trip.  Paul 
stages  the  reasons  for  his  coming  to  Rome  in  1:11-17.  He  de¬ 
sired  to: 

1.  establish  the  saints  through  the  impartation 
of  spiritual  gifts  (11). 

2.  comfort  the  saints  through  their  faith  (12). 

3.  secure  fruit  among  the  saints  (13). 

4.  evangelize  the  unsaved  in  Rome  (14-17). 

Of  interest  that  the  delayed  trip  to  Rome,  a  source  of  disappoint¬ 
ment  to  Paul,  prompted  the  writing  of  this  monumental  epistle,  and 
thereby  added  another  vital  chapter  to  the  Bible  that  was  in  the 
process  of  completion,  Tfeuly,  the  Holy  Spirit  controlled  and  di¬ 
rected  all  the  circumstances  that  led  to  the  writing  of  Romans. 
Nothing  happened  fortuitously;  all  was  planned  in  eternity  and 
executed  in  history  under  the  sovereign  control  of  divine  pro¬ 
vidence.  Indeed,  God- Paul  interacted  in  the  production  of  this 
phenomenal  book  confirming  the  marvel  of  the  divine-human  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  Bible. 


Destination  of  Romans :  This  letter  was  addressed  to  "all  that  be 
in  Rome,  beloved  of  God,  called  to  be  saints  ..."  (1:7).  The 
epistle  of  Romans  was  written  historically  to  the  church  in  Rome. 
Since  neither  Scripture  nor  secular  history  reveal  the  origin  of 
the  church  in  Rome,  several  theories  have  been  advanced  to  explain 
the  beginning. of  this  Christian  assembly. 


1. 


Ancient  tradition  associates  the  Apostle  Peter 

with  the  founding  of  this  church.  This  is  the 
official  position  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

They  maintain  that  Peter  traveled  to  Rome  and 
established  the  church  there  during  a  lengthy 
ministry  of  over  twenty  years.  Since  Peter 
was  called  to  minister  mainly  to  Jews  (Gal. 

2:8),  it  is  highly  unlikely  that  he  began  the 
church  in  Rome,  which  was  largely  Gentile  in 
constituency.  Furthermore,  it  is  strange 
that  Paul  does  not  mention  Peter  in  his  epis¬ 
tle,  which  he  obviously  would  have  done  had 
Peter  been  in  Rome  and  had  founded  the  church. 

Ihere  is  no  factual  evidence  to  support  this 
position. 

2.  Another  view,  not  widely  held,  affirms  that 
Aquila  and  Priscilla  started  the  work  upon 
their  return  to  Rome  (Acts  18:2;  cf.  Rom. 

16:3-5).  Solid  evidence  is  lacking  for  this 
view. 

3.  Many  adhere  to  the  theory  that  the  church  was 
started  by  some  of  the  sojourners  of  Rome  who 
were  converted  on  the  Day  of  Pentecost  through 
the  preaching  of  Peter  (Acts  2:10).  The  Gen¬ 
tile  character  of  the  church  in  Rome  seems  to 
weaken  this  view.  Siifler,  in  his  volume  on 
Romans,  believes  that  it  "would  be  a  much  bet¬ 
ter  guess  to  say  that  some  of  the  household  of 
Cornelius  (Acts  10)  carried  to  Rome  the  news 
of  a  Saviour  for  the  Gentiles"  (p.  12). 

4.  Still  another  position  postulates  the  expla¬ 
nation  that  "the  converts  of  Paul  from  Asia 
Minor  and  Greece  won  during  his  three  jour¬ 
neys  moved  to  Rome  and  congregated  themselves 
into  a  local  church  because  of  their  common 
faith"  (Gromacki;  op.  cit.,  p.  186).  Since 
Paul  openly  stated  his  intention  not  to 
build  on  another  man's  foundation  (Rom.  15: 

20),  and  there  is  no  mention  of  Peter  in  the 
letter,  this  view  seems  to  be  logical. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  mystery  behind  the  origin  of  the  church  in 
Rome  will  remain  concealed  until  the  return  of  the  Lord.  In  the 
meantime,  it  is  sufficient  to  know  that  while  the  book  of  Romans 
was  addressed  historically  to  the  Saints  in  Rome,  its  content  is 
applicable  to  all  the  Saints  throughout  the  Church  Age. 
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Abridged  Outline 

Theme :  The  Gospel  of  God — The  Righteousness  of  God-- 1:1,  16-17 
Introduction :  1:1-17 

I,  Basic  Facts  (1-7). 

A.  The  position  of  Paul  (1). 

B.  The  gospel  of  God  (2-5). 

C.  The  people  of  the  Epistle  (6-7). 

II.  Personal  Message  (8-17). 

A.  The  prayer  of  Paul  (8-10). 

B.  The  explanation  of  Paul 1 s  trip  to  Rome  (11-13). 

C.  The  scope  of  Paul's  ministry  in  Rome  (14-15). 

D.  The  gospel  of  Paul's  ministry  (16-17). 

Body:  1:18-15:13 

I.  Doctrinal  Section— Content  of  Salvation  (1:18-8:39). 

A.  The  doctrine  of  Sin  (1:18-3:20). 

B.  The  doctrine  of  Justification  (3:21-5:21). 

C.  The  doctrine  of  Sanctification  (6:1-7:25). 

D.  The  doctrine  of  Security  (8:1-39). 
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II.  Prophetic  Section — Israel  in  God’s  plan  (9:1-11:36). 

A.  The  sovereignty  of  God,  Election  of  Israel  (9:1-33). 

B.  The  salvation  of  God,  Unbelief  of  Israel  (10:1-21). 

G.  The  faithfulness  of  God,  Salvation  of  Israel  (11:1-36). 

III.  Practical  Section— Christian  Conduct  (12:1-15:13). 

A.  The  Christian  and  Self  (12:1-21). 

B.  The  Christian  and  Government  (13:1-14). 

C.  The  Christian  and  Controversial  Matters  (14:1-15:13). 

Conclusion :  15:14-16:27 

I.  The  Journey  of  Paul  (15:14-33). 

A.  His  conviction  with  regard  to  Saints  in  Rome  (14). 

B.  His  ministry  to  the  Gentiles  (15-21). 


C.  His  plan  to  visit  Rome  (22-33) 


II.  The  Greetings  of  Paul  (16:1-24) 


A.  His  recommendation  of  Phoebe  (1-2). 

B.  His  greetings  to  the  Saints  in  Rome  (3-15). 

C.  His  exhortations  to  the  Saints  in  Rome  (16-20). 

D.  His  greetings  from  Fellow-Saints  (21-24). 

.  The  Doxology  of  Paul  (16:24-27). 


A. 


B. 


Ill 


C 


Prayer  of  Paul  (24). 
Power  of  God  (25-26) 
Person  of  God  (27). 


Of  the  thirteen  epistlesbeanng  the  name  of  Paul,  Romans  has 
an  unusually  long  introduction.  Is  there  an  explanation  for/j 
this  feature  of  Romans?  We  suggest  that  since  Paul  would  be]| 
visiting  the  Church  in  Rome  for  the  first  time,  a  lengthy  in-] 
troduction  was  essential  to  introduce  Paul  to  the  people,  and 
to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  doctrinal  content  of  the  book.  " 
Intensely  personal  in  character,  the  introduction  reveals  the| 
deep  affection  of  Paul  for  the  Saints  in  Rome  and  his  genuine' 
compassion  for  the  lost  in  Rome.  It  stresses  his  commitment'" 
to  (Sirist.  Thus,  under  the  guidance  and  control  of  the  Holyj 
Spirit,  Paul  interweaves  doctrine  and  discipleship  in  a  per-, 
sonal  and  logical  manner  in  introducing  himself  and  the  theme’ 


ook  to  the  Saints  in  Rome. 

rrTrrnrm>r>rr)^MitT^nf 


I.  Basic  Facts  (1-7). 


A.  The  position  of  Paul  (1). 


B. 


1.  Servant  of  Jesus  Christ. 

r-  KXG\d<j  _ 

6)7  "i^rlL  l\~7 

2.  Called  Apostle. 

At>V 


Coddle 


h6f$u  ^ 


/v  pou)  -rr  -fuA_ 

APV  ^  nr~-  ^  2.*t  i kxtb 

&  CjJ  (  l  ,  'fid  CJfc  ef  Tfes  fZ. 


3.  Separated  unto  the  Gospel  of  God. 

Ad\rJf>lcrpuevD<  - 

Q’ *  .  ‘ 

cT  t/  /ro  C40^tcfi 

C%) 

IhVgospel  of  God  (2-5). 


cAuM?  • 
ddii 


1.  Background  of  the  Gospel  (2) 


a. 


Promised  in  the  past. 

Hf*rrfXV/&  “>/— 
-  I  (%r  !••  \^r'U> 


0  t jjft 


lKteTl:U5'l'Z- 

r-  ^  a%dM^To 


Disclosed  fthroughl  the  prophets. 
\sJ  -  CH< a^jql.  t^TN^ou£v«  /( 


c.  Recorded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 


pyo^sgr  ?wr 


Pronouncements  of  the  Gospel  (3-4). 


lhe_  son  ship  of  Christ,  3a,  4a. 


l^iCScffi 


<4. 


UAJfc**t *Vjp 

co-6^i>t_  -c«-pv 

^.ol!!-3;i4- jB;  Qj-lNr;  <*3(:'3  jKl^Z:C>  / 

The  humanity  of  Christ,  3b. 


brt^Aj  O 


/ 


The  lordsb^p  of  Christ,  3b. 

bjPio^ 

’S*\Je£8B&^>  U&t> 

- p»SuPttB*4£ 

The^augustl title  of  Christ,  4b.  — pfe^rjgjg- 

~~  ****** 

Benefits  of  the  Gospel  (5a). v 

lA^SUH  -  f)2<sP^0 

—  a  Provision  of  grace. 


b.  Privilege  of  apostleship. 


4.  Objective  of  the  Gospel  (5b). 

a.  Service,  obedience  to  the  faith. 

F/una 

M  To  774s  F^n?3  ^  Cf  7feu_ 

*  5?Ut£S>  F-^rtN  -  gxjjsc 

iv4  b$$>--teAO  '  -**^S  Z-'Z£ 


f' 

0'  ir>‘ 

iT 


XUU^flX 

(j  i A*aw<i^it  u^6 


.  it/  rywaim^ 

SsE^i^H 


8-0 


b.  Worship,  for  His  name. 
1/+W  f  MC  nVHw£. 


C.  The  people  of  the  Epistle  (6-7), 


1.  Background  of  the  people  (6-7c), 


a.  Galled  of  Jesus  Christ,  6. 

t;*-e£n?£>  ~  _£^.  i  SsM/i&s 

b.  Lived  in  Rome,  7a. 

c.  Beloved  of  God,  7b.  a  /"  \ 

vS  Met/Wfj**..  v/\  .  J 

d.  ^Call&d  Saints,  7c. 

-f*2>  be- 

\  ^  ^  >4<C^C(a  * 

/  iwfa  ,^iU 

the  people'  (7d-7g) .  (  ! 


2.  Prayer  for  the  people 

zJvU^>4\Kce  6>Jt  a*  F<>r  divine  ^ce),  7d.  —  e^K^/^QS 

a*±*ALt  df'-tu? ■SIMuerL  ^  cauv3  - ^alk.  Qo^fyzs^iUr  -^c«J£i^5jr 

vw  c^uj^yi  ete  e*+J$xfr&i;vi4il' 

yb.  Por  divine' 


4  Ct*4tJ6j0£'  ' 

■%jk£  Zrv-'^J-K. 


/bin '\rrsv2. 


Cfv^vs  £ff^Cr^  ''v-s*tV< )  r3^ — , - 1 - — =— - 1 

£5, &sttmml  P  -  ftps’ll  /  2-Coe- a?; tv ? 1  n 

<&£&&.  >:  -  fej^r'-wwHg:  71  ' 

cnft  Father,  Tf 


iK/^Arto 


d.  From  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord,  7g, 

Is  VcSjs  (>2tr- 

(Z t*s.  -  ^c?x^^\<T[^r,\)\  Z>U0&) 
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II.  Personal  Message  (8-17). 


A.  The  prayer  of  Paul  (8-10). 


Preface  (8). 


5 


Introduced  by 

~  ffroto ry  - 


3) 

m 


a.  introduced  oy  ^cnanksgivi 

Lz 

b. _  Addressed  to  God  the  Father.  'V  ^ 


e#*  mys>u> 

;  T,<  '.-5  ••'*2*^  "V 

°y  '  jr/*  ^ 


c. 


^ated  through  Jesus  Christ^tT^r  I: ^  /oj*^ 

L*  )hjjo3_  Xp)v^  \  tiJ<-/C*7;zr  * 


<sr- 

d.  Caused  by  the  faith  of  the  Saints. 

Petition  (9-10). 

G&V  &  i*-''/  Ir'fTLfcSS  ~ 
a. /  Based  on  Paul’s  record  of  service,  9a. 


b.  Characterized  by  persistence,  9b. 

u/6  ftosr&xe. 

1  -JAnS/ 


'57/0 


c.  Related  to  Paul’s  trip  to  Rome,1^  ^  _ _ _ 

^o^uot.  i^P-Tj^lSiEeiS^  — 

d.  Qualified  by  t he V will  of  God /'10by 


*  -  *  MW  *\ 

M4papf\u  ijj^K  J 


B.  Kie  explanation  of  Paul's  trip  to  Rome  (11-13). 


1.  Desire  to  see  the  Saints  (11a).  __  /<vs  .  /  .  tm 

tpUsgplU^T*  ^0  M^/bO- 

?£&J  TXK  * 


2.  Desire  to  impart  spiritual  gifts  (lib)..  .  •„■ 

&*fT T?ies/s»vj3D  —  wtr  e>\T F  '• 


(3^  Lvh  hHvos^ \'(> ) 

3.^  Desire  to  share  the  comfort  of  mutual  faith  (12). 


sp\ir\uv,  l.ifc't'/fwT  j  tJffte  SPiW^1- 

V  4.  Desire,  to  bear-ifruit  among  the  Saints 

U»*5  Fw-XvW®  „  ^UT^C^CM 


C.  The  scope  of  Paul's  ministry  in  Rome  (14-15).  J^/furf ’* 

<SDU1S> 

se*^pi(i6 


u 


:or /’to  the  Greeks  and  Barbarians  (14a) 

cftvAJfc  6^P5 /  f^mcy^u 

60u  £^r*0 

~fal  *f~  *2fa  'Debtor^  to  the  wise  and  unwise  (14b). 

CV^O-f  £tR^/tL 

rfuLs  D*g>  oMs  i*Jen4t>  ^AbS 

fvj 

3.  Willingness  to  evangelize  the  lost  in  Rome r (15 

C^cuS^itrCi 5  pfc&r  fa 


1& 


D. 


KyOJ£r~  is>\\fe- 

L^LoU-p  (2i6U. 


i 


The  gospel  of  Paul's  ministry  (16-17). 

—  UM3  I^T\\MfUOC  C.  -|-X.b.  y. 

1.  Dispel 8  shame  (16a) .  f  lTlKI'1  ) 

'  **“*•  " 

**€4/*-/'/  <*2 

2.  Provides  salvation  for-  mai 


Lni 


LV<\fii£AUV/  -  /'.To  -4  if-  twrx^-g  6sus/i^> 

-  /^Wv  &T  Mtoe.  Q-X  T^'~~ 


'  _ o 

■C>VkMi4iC. 
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3.  Reveals  the  righteousness  of  God  (17a). 

^tn>53!3iT^  "  ftGvtutiiotj  • 


as  the  way  to  receive 
ss  of  God  (17b). 


Discloses.^ 
the  righteoT 

"tJorr*)  i&tPJ 

- /  *0t*S- 

wr  or'pAtTL) 


Emphasizes  faith  as  the  mannfer  to  live 
by  the  righteousness  of  God  (17c). 

p4T7W  — te>CoOf7<U65  iu  Lifct? 


u*t£>  ur 


Body:  1:18:13:13 


I.  Doctrinal  Section— -Content  of  Salvation  (1:18-8:39). 


Ihis  lengthy  section  treats  the  many  facets  of  salvation. 
•It  is  both  logical  and  chronological  in  order  covering 
the  doctrines  of  sin,  justification,  sanctification,  and 
glorification.  From  1:18-3:20,  Paul  engages  in  an  exten¬ 
sive  discourse  on  human  depravity  revealing  the  need  of 
salvation.  Man  is  totally  depraved,  sold-out  to  sin,  a 
rebel  againfct  God;  alienated  from  God  and  under  the  in¬ 
dictment  of  condemnation.  Furthermore,  he  is  helpless 
and  hopeless  in  this  awful  condition,  unable  to  do  any¬ 
thing  to  change  the  fact  of  depravity  and  lostness.  He 
has  offended  the  holiness  of  God,  and  is  destitute  of 
the  righteousness  needed  to  satisfy  the  justice  of  God. 
Man  stands  before  the  tribunal  of  God  as  a  guilty  sin¬ 
ner  condemned  to  eternal  death. 

From  3:21-5:21,  Paul  deals  with  the  doctrine  of  justifi¬ 
cation,  the  divine  provision  for  the  guilt  and  penalty 
of  sin.  He  points  man  to  the  substitutionary  atonement 
of  Christ  as  the  only  solution  to  the  devastating  conse¬ 
quences  of  sin,  and  to  faith  as  the  only  means  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  benefits  of  Christ^  redemptive  death.  For 
by  faith  in  the  death  of  Christ  a  sinner  is  declared 
justified  before  God.  This  act  of  justification  re¬ 
sults  in  a  change  of  position  before  God.  It  is  a  le¬ 
gal  declaration,  whereby,  a  sinner  is  declared  righteous 
by  God  the  Father  through  faith  in  the  redemptive  death 
of  Jesus  Christ,  and  is  consequently  treated  as  a  right¬ 
eous  person. 


/ 


[cMro^  ~  cauJSD 
|4f 0105 

T7f0T(3  -  f^tTM 
)  . 

i*Vfvoc- 

Y*p\<£  '  QOACB 


e(fy)\frj  -  (%AC£ 
k^ic^  -  SAnJT 


5^ 

Tp<re<Jtv>  -  T  b*Jw& 

cr^JTAo^  -  lDu_l 

5»k* \oa-vi/i^  - 
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By  the  act  of  justification,  the  righteousness  of  Christ 
is  imputed  to  the  believer,  blotting  out  the  guilt  and 
penalty  of  sin,  once-f or-all,  now  and  forever.  In  place 
of  enmity  is  a  state  of  peace  with  God;  instead  of  alie¬ 
nation  is  acceptance  by  God;  the  justified  person  has 
been  reconciled  to  God,  and  is  now  the  beneficiary  of 
the  infinite  riches  of  Christ.  It  may  be  affirmed  that 
justification  by  faith  is  the  good  news  that  God  is  for 
us  in  Christ. 

From  6:1-7:25,  Paul  confronts  the  problems  of  the  sin 
nature  and  the  law  in  the  life  of  the  Christian.  Hie 
issue  concerns  the  question,  ‘'how  can  a  justified  per¬ 
son  live  a  holy  life  as  demanded  by  the  law  of  God  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  sin  nature  is  alive  and  ac¬ 
tive  in  the  flesh  of  the  believer?"  Hie  response  of 
Paul  to  this  dilemma  is  summed  up  in  the  teaching  that 
a  justified  person  is  spiritually  dead  to  the  law  and 
to  the  sin  nature  by  virtue  of  a  spiritual  union  with 
Christ  in  His  death,  burial,  and  resurrection.  Christ 
died  to  sin  and  to  the  demand  of  the  law;  therefore,  a 
justified  believer  occupies  a  death-relationship  to  the 
law  and  to  the  sin  nature  and  stands  before  God  in  the 
life  of  Christ.  Christ  is  now  the  life  of  the  justi¬ 
fied  believer,  and  by  faith  that  person  can  live  in  the 
life  of  Christ  through  the  empowerment  of  the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it,  and  thus  achieve  victory  over  the  sin  nature,  and 
live  the  holy  life  demanded  by  the  law. 

From  8:1-39,  while  the  subject  of  sanctification  is  evi¬ 
dent  in  this  chapter,  it  appears  that  it  is  overshadowed 
by  the  emphasis  upon  the  security  of  justified  Saints. 
Hie  theme  of  eternal  security,  or  perseverance  of  be¬ 
lievers,  is  in  harmony  with  the  opening  declaration  that 
“there  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  who  are 
in  Christ  Jesus"  (8:1),  and  the  triumphant  conclusion  of 
Paul  that  nothing  nor  nobody  "shall  be  able  to  separate 
us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our 
Lord"  (8:39).  A  justified  believer  is  guaranteed  eter¬ 
nal  salvation.  Hie  good  work  that  God  began  in  us,  and 
is  continuing  in  us,  will  climax  in  eternity  in  glorifi¬ 
cation.  Justified  believers  will  be  conformed  to  the 
image  of  Christ. 


A.  Hie  doctrine  of  Sin  (1:18-3:20). 


Depravity  of  the  Gentiles  (1:18-32). 


a.  Under  the  wrath  of  God,  18. 


15 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


Holy  aversion  to  all  evil. 


Continuously  manifested. 


Revealed  from  heaven. 

tesyfrttio 


(5)  Against  men^ 
in  unrgihtecT 

iQt 


TrrTghfil  inp^R^  and 
le  s  s  * 

the  truth 


b.  Sufficiency  of  Divine  Revelation,  19-20. 


(1)  Maa  fi  conscience.  19. 


rretf-  - 

(2)  Man  has  creation,  20a. 


(5)  Man  intellect,  20b.  ^  ^  fJ^lU 

■LPi5U?t~A tfJ*°  ^ 


.  .  (4^^ai 


Man  is  without  excus 


us^  20c. 


c. 


Rejection  of  God, 


21-23. 
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(1 )  ^^ailur^^^glorif^God ,  21a.  CStXAiK/ 

cTfix^  \9K  v* 

r  -)/ 

(2)  Sin  of  thanklessness,  21b. 


(3 )  Vain  in  reasoning ,  21c . 


(4)  Darkness  fills  the  heart,  21d. 


(5)  Foolishness  replaces  wisdom,  22. 


W 

.  .  (6).  Degenerated  into  i  dnl  ai-rmifi  wn-rahip  T  23. 


Judgment  of  God,  24-32, 


f<i.  StVeP&Jrfij  /  (tx> 


(a)  Unclean  course  of  conduct,  24a. 


(b)  Dishonor  to  the  body,  24b. 


(c)  Truth  exchanged  for  a  lie,  25a. 


0 

(d)  Worshipped  man  rather  that? 

Tjtfp 


MT; 


j  >]*/?.•  1  % 

ifi 


o  vile  passions,  26-27. 

tv*  ■* 

I  (a)  Caused  women  to  degrade  their 


(b)  Motivated  men  to  reject  women,  27a. 


(c)  Led  men  to  degrade  their  sex,  27b, 


.  .  (d)  Earned  a  just  reward,  27c. 

TeffcofSfl&fTe 

(3)  Imprisoned  in  a  disapproved  mind, 128-32.1 


1 

IX 

Ua 

a 


(b)  Distortio, 


’s  intellect,  28b. 


(c)  Total  corruption  of  man’s  conduct,  29-31, 


(d)  Complete  hardening  of  man’s  will,  32, 
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Note :  It  is  most  likely  that  this  passage  of  Scripture 
describes  the  condition  of  man  from  the  fall  of 
Adam  to  the  flood  of  Noah*s  day.  However,  it 
obviously  fits  well  into  any  period  of  history. 
Hard  to  resist  the  conclusion  that  it  describes 
quite  accurately  the  depravity  of  man  in  todays 
world.  From  this  awful  portrait  of  human  deprav¬ 
ity  we  learn  the  following  facts: 

1.  Divine  revelation  is  sufficient.  Man  has  had  the 
opportunity  to  know  God  from  the  beginning  of  his¬ 
tory.  Divine  light  comes  through  conscience,  in¬ 
tellect,  creation,  and  now  by  way  of  the  complete 
revelation  in  the  Bible. 


2.  Human  sin  is  deliberate .  Man  willingly  chooses 
sin  in  rebellion  against  God.  He  prefers  spir¬ 
itual  darkness  rather  than  spiritual  light.  His 
choice  of  disobedience  to  the  will  of  God  began 
the  law  of  sin,  which  dominates  the  course  of 
life  from  birth  to  death. 


3.  Human  development  is  downward.  Contrary  to  the 
evolutionary  concept  of  man,  which  teaches  that 
man  evolved  from  an  animal,  from  a  primitive  un¬ 
civilized  state  to  one  of  civilization,  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  man's  development  is  reversed  in  the  Bi¬ 
ble.  Instead  of  evolution- -it  stresses  devolu¬ 
tion.  Starting  with  a  knowledge  of  God,  man  de¬ 
generates  rapidly  into  base  idolatry. 


4.  Sin  is  progressive  in  character.  In  a  sense  it 
is  aTorm  of  perpetual  motion,  for  once  begun  it 
needs  no  external  power  to  activate  evil  action, 
but  is  its  own  dynamic.  All  sins  are  traced  to 
the  initial  sin  of  man's  refusal  to  glorify  and 
to  thank  God. 


5.  Sin  hardens  the  will  of  man.  It  deceives  man  and 
renders  him  insensitive  to  the  reality  of  divine 
judgment.  Man  lives  in  a  state  of  delusion,  for 
persistence  in  sin  slowly  but  surely  fixes  the 
will  in  a  negative  direction,  away  from  truth  unto 
error.  Unless  God  intervenes  mercifully,  it  will 
lead  man  ultimately  to  his  eternal  doom. 


Depravity  of  the  Moralist  (2:1-16) 


Many  commentators  advance  the  position  that 
Paul  begins  his  discussion  of  the  depravity 
of  the  4ew  at  this  point,  while  others  hold 
the  view  that  he  does  not  deal  directly  with 
the  Jew  until  2:17,  and  that  this  section 
refers  to  anyone  who  is  trusting  in  self- 
righteousness  as  a  basis  of  acceptance  by 
God,  be  that  person  Jew  or  Gentile.  This 
approach,  which  we  have  taken ?  appears  to 
haxmonize  with  Paul's  admonition  to  any  man 
that  judges  others  of  evil,  while  at  the 
same  time  is  guilty  of  doing  evil,  and  is 
thus  oblivious  to  his  own  depravity  and 
condemnation. 


a.  Description  of  the  Moralist,  1. 

(1)  Stripped  of  self- justification. 

(2)  Under  the  indictment  of  God. 

(3)  Equally  guilty  of  sin. 

b.  Judgment  of  the  Moralist,  2-16. 


This  passage  reveals  the  four  principles 
by  which  God  will  judge  all  moralists— 
be  they  Jew  or  Gentile.  In  short,  it 
discloses  the  standard  of  judgment  for 
mankind.  Even  Christians  will  be  judged 
by  these  principles,  but  at  a  different 
time  and  for  a  different  reason.  For 
the  unsaved  it  will  be  to  determine  de¬ 
grees  of  punishment  in  the  Lake  of  Fire, 
for  the  saved,  to  determine  rewards  and 
position  in  the  kingdom  of  Christ. 
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(1)  Judgment  according  to  truth,  2-5. 

(a)  Revelation  of  the  principle,  2a. 

'  (b)  Application  of  the  principle,  2b-5. 

(2)  Judgment  according  to  works,  6-10. 

(a)  Revelation  of  the  principle,  6. 

(b)  Application  of  the  principle,  7-10. 

(3)  Judgment  according  to  equality,  11-15. 
(a)  Revelation  of  the  principle,  11. 


(b)  Application  of  the  principle,  12-15. 


(4)  Judgment  according  to  the  Gospel,  16. 


(1)  Revelation  of  the  principle,  16a. 


(2)  Application  of  the  principle,  16b 


Depravity  of  the  Jew  (2:17-3:8). 


Attention  is  now  focused  exclusively  upon  the 
depravity  and  condemnation  of  the  Jew.  This 
section  serves  as  an  eye-opener  to  the  Jews 
who  misinterpreted  and  misapplied  the  true 
purpose  of  their  religious  heritage.  It  de¬ 
monstrates  that  the  Jew  is  exactly  the  same 
as  the  Gentile  in  the  anatomy  of  sin;  he  is 
therefore  spiritually  bankrupt  and  cannot 
secure  salvation  through  powei&ess  ritual  of 
law-keeping  and  mechanical  worship  of  God. 
That  the  Jew  is  equally  depraved  as  the  Gen¬ 
tile  is  confirmed  by  his: 


a.  Perversion  of  the  law,  2:17-24. 
(1)  He  distorts  the  law,  17-20. 


(a)  By  resting  in  the  law,  17a. 


(b)  By  boasting  in  God,  17b. 


(c)  By  pride  in  the  law,  18-20 


(2)  He  degrades  the  law,  21-22. 


(a)  By  not  teaching  himself,  21a. 


(b)  By  corrupt  conduct,  21b-22a. 


(c)  By  committing  sacrilege,  22b. 


(3)  He  desecrates  God  by  the  law,  23-24. 


(a)  By  boasting  in  the  law,  23a. 


(b)  By  transgressing  the  law,  23b. 


(c)  By  blasphemy  through  the  law,  24. 


fcAW  . 
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Circumcision  jrersu^  uncircumci sion ,  26-27. 

fm*W\ 


(a)  Uncircumcision 


(b)  Uncircumci sio 


circumcision,  26, 


circumcision,  27. 

|C.|  Misconception  of  the  true  Jew,  2:28-29. 

—  6 

i  True  Jew  viewed/negative  ly£>  28. ~  A°^  i  - 

rS&fo  -sleHS  - 

(5>  -steu<  Not  of  the  flesh.  °Wft£iA.  -  '  nJK- 

Gfl-z3'M) 


Vj^o-Tai>y  0*0 


£b))  Not  circumcised  in  the  flesh. 


>V  * - I  w  K?^-v.C(_ 

cr i<^  -  ^fvU)jar,_K</. 

(2)  True  Jew  viewed  positively^  29.  :  /  ^ 

Y°^  k'76>W^TT<ri^ 

(a)  One  who  is  spiritual. 

fwt'tSr' 

’ — -  vo^h i  -  ^ 


(b)  One  who  is  circumcised  in  the  heart. 

-  T*£r  <?v 

«3WS.  -r*¥&  §6 

|  2p?  rU  If**-} 

(1)  The  first  argument,  1-2. 

“sB@:  tn>i 

(a)  Question,  1.  ft.( Jj0{/  _  ^ 


uiJ-  '  Vf-  fo  ev  -  izb 


OAv^C^' 


<|>  0:  \/  ^  U-^U~  rf^C^CVi  iL^ 

\c/?l  TTTZ}^^  kldf-tL^. 
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(al)  Any  advantages^  being  a  Jew? 

U«W  cA)  Cao&G  $^EL_ 

t)To  GeA  ufr&te'P 

(b2)  is  circumcision  useful? 

<&  3^  I 

Ct>)  Reply,  2. 

2t>“  •  '  P$  IT'-  |  .  _  .  . 

(al)  General — much  every  way. 

w  ^  5Qs-ifr(0€$  £p  £oL~  ^7 

' 

-r  _  (b2)  Specific — Jew  has  the  oracles  of  God. 

^  - — 

?Z;  i  o;  iff  •  k>-  /  +  >  '  *<V  2  (i.  f  t 

7.'  (“f ;  ,'  £-7?  2.'  '  K-^rf  n  1  • 

^  .  '/v|'7  (2)  The  second  argument,  3-4. 

^{T'-T  .  . 

(a)  Question,  3. 


(al)  What  about  the  unbelieving  Jew? 


(b2)  Will  their  unbelief  nullify  the 
faithfulness  of  God? 


(b)  Reply,  4. 

(al)  Eiaotional — perish  the  thought. 


(b2)  Logical — God  is  true. 


(3)  The  third  argument ,  5-6 


(a)  Question,  5. 

(al)  What  about  our  unrighteousness 

illuminating  God’s  righteousness? 

(b2)  Is  God  unrighteous  in  judging  us? 

(b)  Reply,  6. 

(al)  Qnotional — perish  the  thought . 

(b2)  Logical— shall  God  not  judge  the 
world? 

(4)  The  fourth  argument,  7-8. 

(a)  Question,  7. 

(al)  What  about  my  lying  revealing  the 
glory  of  God? 

(b2)  Why  then  am  I  judged  as  a  sinner? 


(b)  Reply,  8 


(al)  Malicious  misrepresentation  of 


(b2)  Whose  damanation  is  just. 


Depravity  of  Mankind  (3:9-20). 


Having  demonstrated  conclusively  the  depravity  and 
condemnation  of  the  Gentiles,  the  Moralist,  and  the 
Jew,  Paul  concludes  his  discussion  of  sin  by  sum¬ 
moning  mankind  to  appear  before  the  bar  of  divine 
justice.  Man  stands  stark  naked  before  God  with¬ 
out  a  single  shred  of  goodness  as  Paul  leaves  no 
stone  unturned  in  proving  the  depravity  and  con¬ 
demnation  of  the  whole  world.  Man  consistently 
falls  short  of  God*s  standard  of  righteousness. 

He  is  spiritually  dead  and  spiritually  blind,  a 
slave  to  sin,  and  under  the  indictment  of  con¬ 
demnation.  Following  the  thinking  of  Alva  McClain 
as  it  appears  in  his  book  on  Romans j  it  is  noted 
that  the  procedure  in  this  section  is  judicial  in 
foxm,  and  the  scene  is  that  of  the  courtroom. 


a.  The  charge,  9. 


(1)  Question,  are  we  better  than  they? 


(2)  Reply,  no,  all  are  under  sin. 


b.  The  evidence,  10-18. 


(1)  Man  is  depraved  in  character,  10. 
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(2)  Man  is  depraved  in 


11a. 


r  - 

(3)  Man  is  depraved  injpurposel  llb-12al  'Sr  .^v  & 

a  r  (  • .  ••  ,_y  v  -  "  -  --.. 


(4)  Man  is  depraved  in  value,  12b. 


.J? 


(5)  Man  is  depraved  injmot±\^,  12c. 


(6)  Man  is  depraved  in 


13-14. 


II 


wr*s?£  ey^s  " 


k 

(7)  Man  is  depraved  in  conduct,  15  ^L8)  df  &D  IU 

f^er^iprib  ^pt  5cc^o  . *.  J 

erz> 

c.  The  j verdict  |  19-20. 

(1)  Ba,sed  on  the  ^law]  19a. 


[SAl'M 


(2)  Silences  all  before  God,  19b. 


(3)  Declares  the  guilt  of  all  before  God,  19c. 


( 'U'O 


l»B 


The  trial  is  over  and  the  case  is  closed;  the  jury 
has  returned  the  verdict  of  guilty  on  all  counts. 
Death  is  the  sentence  handed  down  by  the  law,  and 
the  courtroom  is  now  empty.  All  that  remains  is 
the  execution  of  the  sentence.  If  this  were  the 
end  of  the  scenario,  man  would  truly  be  without 
hope,  and  there  would  be  no  rational  explanation 
for  life. 
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^However,  in  this  section,  another  scene  appears 
on  the  stage  of  this  cosmic  drama  announcing  the 
good  news  that  there  is  hope.  The  darkness  of 
death  has  been  conquered  by  the  light  of  life, 
for  the  Judge  of  man  has  come  down  from  the 
bench  of  justice,  and  has  taken  the  place  of 
man  before  the  law — bearing  the  guilt  and  penal¬ 
ty  of  his  sin.  He  became  the  substitute  for 
man,  doing  what  man  could  not  do,  living  the 
perfect  life  required  by  the  law  and  dying  the 
death  demanded  by  the  law  for  sin.  , 

”  ^  ^  ^  ---# 

Thus,  a  basis  of  justification  has  been  esta¬ 
blished  for  man.  Salvation  is  now  available-- 
it  is  by  grace  through  faith  in  the  redemptive  f’y 
ministry  of  Jesus  Christ.  As  stated  berfbrev  it  \ ..£  " ' 
is  through  the  act  of  justification  tnat  God  the' 
Father  de glares  a  sinner  righteous  through  faith*; 
in  the  atonement  of  Christ,  and  He  treats  that  1 
person  as  a  righteous  being.  The  debt  of  sin >■-- — » 
has  been  paid  by  the  death  of  Christ — past ,  pre¬ 
sent,  and  future  sins  are  blotted  out  forever,  j  ' 

The  believer  stands  in  the  presence  of  God  in  S 
the  righteousness  of  Christ.  His  righteousness  '* 
is  charged  to  the  account  of  every  Saint. 


1.  The  provision  of  Justification  (3:21-31). 


a.  Background  of  justification,  21-23 


rr  6  km  ^  *  CAU/^ 

T-;(. 
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(1)  Manifestation  of  righteousness,  21. 

WS K  n> 


(a)  Apart  from  the  law. 


(b)  Witnessed  by  the  law  and 


(2)  Availability  of  righteousness,  22. 

(a)  By  faith  in  Christ. 

(b)  To  All  that  believe  /  Cx*- 


(3)  Need  of  righteousness,  23. 

(  Swu%vAjLN»  £  !!%>-$ :  W  ) 

(a)  All  sinned  in  Adam,  original  sin. 

fi&Q.  —  *  be*#* s  SiLj  -  /$ll 


(b)  All  continue  in  sin,  personal  sin. 


b.  Uniqueness  of  justification,  24-26. 


(1)  Indicated  by  the  manner  of  bestowal,  24a-24c. 

^  f  -c 

(a)  Conferred  by  God,  24a. 

«■— "  »  —  (jCF'f Hr 


v  r 

(b)  Given  freely,  24b/^~. 


f  / 

- 


(c)  Caused  by  grace,  24c. 


(2)  ,  Evident  by.  the  foundation,  24d-25b. 


t  Tf&G  r<-'  *... 

(i 

Axrr^oicv  - — 


(a)  Redemption  in  Christ  Jesus,  24d. 

/ 
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jCb)  Propitiation  in  Christ  Jesus,  25a. 


V/ 
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(c)  Blood  of  Christ  Jesus,  25b. 


(3)  Revealed  by  the  declaration,  25c-26. 


(a)  The  remission  of  past  sins,  25c. 


(b)  The  righteousness  of  God,  26a. 


(c)  The  right  of  God  to  justify,  26b. 


(b)  It  rules  out  works,  28. 


(2)  In  relation  to  God, 


(a)  It  points  to  God.  29. 

(b)  It  equalizes  man,  30. 


(3)  In  relation  to  the  law ,(31.  yi  v  } 


(a)  It  does  not  nullify  the  lAw. 


(b> 


establishes  the  law. 


The  justification  of  Abraham  (4:1-25). 


Knowing  that  Abraham  was  highly  esteemed  by 
Jews,  Paul  discusses  his  experience  of  jus¬ 
tification  to  prove  that  man  is  justified  by 
God  solely  by  faith.  In  hope  that  such  evi¬ 
dence  would  demonstrate  the  fallacy  of  de¬ 
pendence  upon  the  law  and  circumcision  as  a 
prerequisite  for  justification.  This  chap¬ 
ter  sounds  the  death  knell  of  all  human  ef¬ 
fort  in  the  act  of  justification. 


a.  Abraham  was  justified  by  faith,  1-12. 


(1)  Proved  by  his  record,  1-3. 
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(a)  It  excludes  the  flesh, 


,  i.  ^CqjCA-0 


PlOf\A^  ^tjv- — t~TftxUC>  t4 O'  Ca/L£)  |£ojgf- 

(b)  It  rules  out  works,  2. 


(c)  It  confirms  faith  in  God,  3._ 

jjeA.ll 


(2)  Proved  by  logic,  4-8 


Works  oppose  ^grace^)  4. 


Faith  activates  grace,  5. 
&  David  magnifies  grace,  6-8. 


U\\^\(y^ 


.  f\¥$\ 


(3)  Proved  by 


9-12. 


(ajT^Justified  before  his  circumcision  ,j  9-10. 

kl&'hO  W ^40 

(b)  Circumcision  verified  his  faith,  11a. 


-<>e4L  £>  n tem&Leg  Ja 


(c)  Justified  to  become  the  father  of  all 
^ ^ believers,  llb-12. 


Abraham  received  the  promise  by  faith,  13-16 


(1)  The  essence  of  the  promise,  13. 

(a)  It  encompassed  the  world. 

(b)  It  excluded  the  law. 

(c)  It  embraced  the  righteousness  of  faith. 

(2)  Hie  contrast  between  law  and  promise,  14-15. 

(a)  Law  offsets  faith,  14a. 

(b)  Law  counteracts  the  promise,  14b. 

(c)  Law  works  wrath,  15. 

(3)  Hie  affinity  between  faith  and  promise,  16. 

Ca)  Faith  is  in  harmony  with  grace. 

(b)  Faith  extends  the  promise  to  all  the  seed* 
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(c)  Faith  relates  all  the  seed  to  Abraham. 


c.  Abraham  excelled  in  faith,  17-21. 
(1)  The  object  of  his  faith,  17. 

(a)  The  word  of  God. 

(b)  Ihe  person  of  God. 

(c)  The  power  of  God. 


(2) 


The  marvel  of  his  faith,  18-19. 


to  human  basis  for 


- - - —v. 

hopg/. 


18. 


\\($&  CbsQ 


V 


(b)  No  hope  in  his  own  body,  19a. 

V 

(c)  No  hope  in  his  wife's  body,  19b. 


(3)  The  quality  of  his  faith,  20-21, 

s 

(a)  He  did  not  wayer  in  faith,  20a. 

ftftf  U^0D  [}f  [yj  &£>  "  __ 

l ID-  ^«T  bl/s  ^  Esn&f  -  fe°/  ^ 

9  sc> 


35 


d.  Abraham  the  model  of  faith,  22-25. 

(lj  The  fact  of  his  justification,  22-23. 

(a)  A  direct  result  of  faith,  22a 


y 

(b)  An  imputed  righteousness,  22b. 


Cc)  Attested  by  Scripture,  23. 


oi  ct&& 


e  fact  of  our  justification,  24-25. 


Ca )  Conf  irmed  by  the  te  s timony  of  Scripture,  24a , 

go*!-—#-. 


(b)  Received  by  faith  in  God,  24b. 


[/ 


Ludt: 


(c)  Based  on  the  redemptive  work  of  Christ,  25. 


3.  The  blessings  of  Justification  (5:1-11), 


V 
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Justification  by  faith,  the  doctrine  that  set 
of  the  spark  that  ignited  the  Protestant  Re¬ 
formation,  is  considered  by  many  theologians 
the  foundational  doctrine  of  salvation.  For 
it  is  believed  to  be  the  container  of  the  en¬ 
tire  content  of  salvation,  the  initial  bless¬ 
ing  out  of  which  emerge  a  number  of  accompany¬ 
ing  blessings.  Several  of  those  blessings  are 
revealed  in  this  passage. 


(3)  Is  permanent 


(4)  To  all-sufficient  grace. 


Rejoice  in  hope  o£  the  glory  of  God,  2b 

(1)  It  is  continuous. 

(2)  It  relates  to  hope. 

(3)  It  concerns  the  glory  of  God. 

(4)  It  involves  the  glory  of  Christ. 

Rejoice  in  tribulation,  3-5a. 

(1)  Tribulation  works  patience,  3. 

(2)  Patience  works  experience,  4a. 

(3)  Experience  works  hope,  4b. 


(4)  Hope  dispels  shame,  5a. 
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e.  Receiving  the  Holy  Spirit,  5b. 

(1)  He  indwells  the  believer. 

(2)  He  fills  the  believer  with  the  love  of  God. 

(3)  His  work;;abides. 

(4)  His  indwelling  is  permanent. 

f.  Understanding  Christ's  death,  6-8. 

Cl)  Christ  died  for  the  weak,  6a. 

C2)  Christ  died  for  the  ungodly,  6b-7. 

C3)  Christ  died  for  sinners,  8a. 

C4)  Christ  died  for  us,  8b. 

g.  Assurance  of  eternal  salvation,  9-11. 

Cl)  Past  salvation,  9a,  10a,  lib. 


39 


(2)  Present  salvation,  11a. 


Future  salvation,  9b,  10b. 


Note:  Some  excellent  thoughts  on  this  section 
presented  by  Griffith  Thomas  (Epistle  to 
the  Romans,  pgs.  151-152).  What  follows 
is  a  condensed  summary  of  his  thinking, 
with  an  occasional  added  comment: 

1.  Justification  is  an  immediate  gift.  It 
comes  through  faith  the  moment  one  truly 
believes  in  the  atonement  of  Christ.  It 
is  received,  not  accomplished;  obtained 
not  attained.  It  is  instantaneous,  no 
process- -it  is  now. 


2.  Justification  is  a  perfect  gift.  Ihere 
are  not  degrees  in  justification.  It 
remains  unchanged  from  its  inception. 

The  realization  of  its  acceptance  may 
differ  between  believers  but  not  the 
factual  reality.  A  weak  faith  does  not 
alter  the  perfect  character  of  justifi¬ 
cation. 

3.  Justification  is  a  perfect-  gift.  It  is 
a  once -for- all  experience— once  justi¬ 
fied,  always  justified.  Ihis  truth  is 
based  on  the  fact  that  Christ's  death 
has  atoned  for  the  guilt  and  penalty  of 
past,  present,  and  future  sins.  Noting 
more  need  be  done  to  satisfy  th&— justice 
of  God  offended  by  the  sin  of  man. 


4.  Justification  is  a  divine  gift.  It  is 
noteworthy  that  after  5:1  the  mention  of 
faith  is  dropped  until  9:30.  Hie  omis¬ 
sion  is  all  the  more  remarkable  because 


r 


40 


of  the  prominence  of  faith  up  to  this 
time.  There  must  be  some  reason  in 
this ,  and  it  is  assuredly  found  in  the 
simple  fact  that  the  certainty  of  a 
perfect  righteousness  is  grounded  in 
the  love  of  Qod.  We  depend,  not  upon 
our  faith,  but  upon  God*s  faithfulness. 


5.  Justification  is  to  be  enjoyed.  In 
view  of  the  divine  fact  of  justifica¬ 
tion  we  are  to  claim  our  possessions, 
and  enter  fully  into  the  unspeakable 
privileges  which  are  ours  in  Christ. 
One  need  not  wait  until  eternity  to 
enjoy  the  benefits  of  justification, 
instead  every  Christian  should  begin 
to  enjoy  those  blessings  right  now. 
Such  enjoyment  should  result  in  true 
worship  of  the  Triune  God;  praise  and 
gratitude  should  flow  naturally  from 
our  innermost  being  throughout  our 
earthly  pilgrinmage. 


4.  The  background  of  Justification  (C5: 12-21), 


This  section  reveals  the  history  behind  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  justification.  It  is  a  fitting  conclu¬ 
sion  to  the  discussion  from  1:18-5:11.  Having 
treated  separately  the  doctrine  of  condemnation 
and  justification,  Paul  now  places  them  side  by 
side  to  show  that  justification  through  faith 
in  Christ  supercedes  in  blessing  what  was  lost 
by  the  sin  of  Adam. 


This  passage  contains  a  series  of  contrasts, 
which  are  locked  into  the  heart  of  justifica¬ 
tion.  Adam  and  Christ;  disobedience  and  obe¬ 
dience;  sin  and  righteousness;  condemnation 
and  justification;  law  and  grace;  death  and 
life.  It  confirms  the  hiatoricai  reality,  of 
the  Genesis^  record- of  Creation  and  the  Fall 
of  Adansr 
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a.  The  fall  of  Adam,  12-14. 
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(1)  Introduced  sin  into  the  world,  12a. 

'<  \yty\  j 
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(2)  Initiated  death,  JL2b. 

&&&ML  j 

(3)  Inflicted  death  upon  mankind,  12c. 

(/hrfia-Ju.  ^ ^^5 

Ct&fS /5  lAJSf^UALTiXC6--^C^^ 

<4)  Imputed  sin  to  mankind,  12d-14.  '  w 

aW.  ^ 


b.  Ihe  contrast  between  Adam  and  Christ,  15-19. 


HUalU*  U1LC  UAJLC&lBCMWVAll 

lr  7 
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(2)  Adam,  condemnation-- Christ,  justification,  16, 


17. 


Voj^5 

c.  Ihe  relation  between  law,  sin,  and  grace,  20-21. 

(1)  Law  and  sin,  20a.  fi:  xviAjo  ->,co 

-gw  ^  1  /  ^  - - ■= -  - 

/Ssu^OciD  1 

(2)  Sin  and  grace,  20b. 

.  i  r)tmF'  >--•  ^  ^fix^p ■  fj1 

/Ctl/i&J  &J \T  '  "&K "2e>  .  4.&D  6t 60 ^  ^yv 
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(3)  Sin  and  death,  21a. 


(4)  Grace  and  life,  21b. 


Note :  Disobedience,  sin,  condemnation,  and 
death  came  through  Adam;  obedience, 
righteousness,  justification,  and 
life  came  through  Christ.  His  re¬ 
demptive  ministry  has  offset  com¬ 
pletely  the  tragic  results  of  Adam's 
sin,  for  the  benefits  of  His  atoning 
death  are  infinite  and  eternal  in 
value. 


The  doctrine  of  Sanctification  (6:l-7;25). 


This  section  deals  with  the  problem  of  the  sin 
nature  in  the  life  of  the  justified  believer. 
Background  for  this  discussion  is  the  question 
of  6:1  related  to  the  logic  of  living  in  sin 
in  the  light  of  the  statement  in  5:20  that 
"where  sin  abounded,  grace  did  much  more  a- 
bound."  To  such  distorted  reasoning,  Paul  re¬ 
plies  emotionally  in  that  such  thinking  is  ab¬ 
surd,  and  then  addresses  the  issue  in  a  logi¬ 
cal  manner  by  revealing  the  method  of  victory 
over  the  power  of  the  sin  nature. 

In  the  case  of  justification  there  is  the  a- 
toning  death  of  Christ  for  the  sinner;  while 
for  sanctification  there  is  total  identifica¬ 
tion  of  the  believer  with  Christ  in  His  death, 
burial,  and  resurrection.  The  key  to  victory 
over  the  sin  nature  is  locked  in  the  *  ’fi- 

chapter—  (3, 


(13,  16, 


and 


1.  T.T^fjap-4r>,r!h-r'{  -leads  to  victory  (6:1-23). 
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a.  ( Kno\» 


ow  the  spiritual  facts,  1-10. 


J 


(1)  Attitude  toward  sin,  1-2. 


^rrn^ 


(a)  Hie  question  related  to  sin,  1. 

A- 

(b)  Hie  answer  related  to  sin,  2. 


y\ 


(2 


Lf( 


nuAix 


oh,  with  Christ,  3-5V 


(a)~  Baptized  into  His  death,  3.  _  _ 

'  Oref)  W-MtiUZliO  -  lD^Jih/QJ[UKJ 
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ojr^eS)  s,^o  f-  ' 

(b)  Baptized  into  His  burial,  4a. 


4  ffi  w/  \J^L^ 


u 
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(c)  Baptized  into  His  resurrection,  4b-5.  , 

l-D-  V//  ■^5-5> 


v>'^  \r£  ^  ^ot'^  dr  UrUFt,. 

(3)  State  of  the  sin  nature,  6-7.  v  /X=?  TN^ 


X-IA^  i/~£  ^  A 
c^cii&S’  / 1 
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(a)  Crucified  with  Christ,  6a. 

'sF/ptuml  uiSS^J'14) .  [^l 

(b)  Rendered  inoperative,  6b* 7. 

rStiU^I^  OS  -  CW-16C 

^c)  No  longer  the  master,  6c-7. 
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(4)  Meaning  of  Christ's  death,  8-10. 

i  o>gfe  •£§£- 

(a)  The  basis  of  our  life.  8. 


(b)  Ihe  end  of  death's  rule,  9. 


jfLhJCFt^J  (c)  The  victory  over  sin,  10. 
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\ 

v^v  VvAlJUMJ^t D  CVT 
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(1)  Rejectthe  reign  of  sin,  12-13a. 

h?T  LsIT  Qm&  P  ■ 


(2)  Submit  to  the  reign  of  God,  13b. 

-  ,  UM&OJ ,  ^L&0<LU  - 

u^tr  QskJwrT1  -UE%r  — 

PI 

(3)  Live  under  grace  not  under  law,  14. 
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V 

d.  Obe: 


new  \ 

V 


(1) 


(2) 


U^Tufic  SO^tJA~~V 

w*t>  -  jU.ir/fiLMai 

^  r 
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the  righteousness  of  God,  15-23. 

Servant,  of  sin  or  of  righteousness,  15-16. 

Free,  from  sin  to  serve  righteousness,  17-19. 

Sin,  ends  in  death,  20-21. 

Righteousness,  ends  in  life,  22-23. 


^  •  • 

2.  Living  under  law  leads  to  defeat  (7:1-25). 

Si KJ- ACTUAL-  j4(bT^J\_7[~ 


Considerable  debate  over  this  chapter  as  to  the 
state  of  Paul.  Is  he  describing  an  experience 
that  occurred  before  or  after  his  conversion. 
While  the  description  could  conceivably  refer 
to  his  struggle  under  law  as  an  unsaved  Jew, 
it  fits  much  better  into  his  Christian  life. 

It  is  thus  maintained  that  the  primary  purpose 
of  this  chapter  is  to  reveal  the  fallacy  of 
living  under  law  as  a  means  of  sanctification, 
for  the  law  can  neither  save  nor  sanctify.  It 
was  written  to  inform  Christians  that  a  holy 
walk  cannot  be  attained  by  living  under  law  as 
a  rule  of  life. 


Another  issue  is  raised  with  reference  to  the 
experience  of  Paul.  Stated  briefly,  is  it  the 
intent  of  this  chapter  to  portray  the  normal 
experience  of  the  Christian  life?  In  short, 
are  all  believers  destined  to  go  through  a 
similar  struggle  in  striving  to  live  a  holy 
life?  In  reply,  we  affirm  that  a  Christian 
need  not  go  through  this  despondent  experi¬ 
ence,  but  failure  to  apply  the  teaching  of 
chapter  six  will  result  in  a  similar  experi¬ 
ence.  Because  sanctification  by  law- keeping 
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renders  inoperative  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  in  the  life  of  the  believer.  On 
the  other  hand,  living  by  faith  under  the 
rule  of  grace  releases  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  that  is  locked  in  our  spiri¬ 
tual  union  with  Christ;  thus,  enabling 
Christians  to  live  the  holy  life  demanded 
by  the  law  and  to  attain  daily  victory 
over  the  power  of  the  sin  nature. 


Y.  a.  Law 


and  the  believer,  1-6. 

Dominion  of  law,  1. 

Ca)  Based  on  common  knowledge. 

(b)  Rules  until  death. 


Illustration  of  law  by  marriage,  2-3. 
(a)  Marital  law  rules  until  death,  2. 


Free  from  the  law  by  death,  3. 


Relation  of  law  to  believers,  4-6. 
(a)  Dead  to  the  law,  4a. 


(b)  Married  to  Christ,  4b-5 


0<AW\  3-^1' 5;  x|  \ 
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(c)  Liberated  from  the  law,  6. 


(D  <fU^£&V~gk3\; 

<32£0fWJd~ 
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b.  Law  and  sin,  7-13. 


(1)  Purpose  of  law,  7-11. 


(a)  Law,  not  the  cause  of  death. 


WO  i  s 
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(b)  Sin,  cause  of  death. 


(c)  Law,  reveals  the  awfulness  of  sin. 


c.  Law  and  the  carnal  man,  14-25. 
(1)  The  contra 


(a)  Law — sp 


if  <2,1'  1 


Tf  jt '(ooC, 


(b)  j  Paul — carnal. 


~  (j  VhP^_  PM3  , 


Cc)  Paul— slave  to  sin. 

(2)  The  conflict,  15-20. 

(a)  Explanation- -desiring  good,  doing  evil,  15. 


(b)  Agreement — concurs  that  the  law  is  good,  16, 

0£-  AQT1  i/D" 


(c)  Recognition— sin  dwells  in  me,  17-20. 

*  *3k) 


l\ 


(3)  The  comparison,  21-23* 


>/ 
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0^  T^5f 


(a)  Law  of  evil,  21. 


(b)  Law  of  God,  22. 


lALP 
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(c)  Law  of  mind,  23. 


(4)  The  conclusion,  24-25. 


(a)  Paul— wretched  and  helpless,  24. 


P  (b)  Paul— attained  victory  through  Christ,  25a 

(v  /<0^rw^4L 


\j 


,  25b. 


0.  Ihe  doctrine  of  Security  (8:1-39). 


In  One  sense,  as  mentioned  earlier,  this  chapter  con¬ 
tinues  Hub  subject  of  sanctification  begun  in  chapter 
six,  for  the  first  twenty- seven  verses  stress  the 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  life  of  the  justified  _ 
believer.  Therefore,  many  commentators  interpret  this 
chapter  in  the  light  of  that  theme  affirming  that  it 
is  the  intent  of  Paul  to  follow  the  process  of  sancti¬ 
fication  to  its  culmination  in  glorification,  which  is 
the  theme  of  the  latter  part  of  this  chapter. 


We  have  no  argument  with  this  approach,  but  believe 
the  emphasis  upon  the  security  of  the  believer  is 
equally  prominent  in  this  chapter.  From  this  view¬ 
point  one  may  see  the  work  of  the  triune  God  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  believer* s  security.  It  answers  the  very 
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crucial  question,  ’•Will  justification  endure?”  or 
"Is  it  possible  to  lose  salvation?"  The  reply  to 
this  question  is  presented  in  concise  form  in  the 
declarations  that  there  ”is  no  condemnation  to  them 
that  are  in  Christ  Jesus”,  and  there  ”is  no  separa¬ 
tion  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord”  (8:1,  39),  Ihus,  this  chapter  begins  and 
ends  with  the  affirmation  of  the  believer's  security, 
and  in  between  verses  one  and  thirty-nine,  we  learn 
of  the  coordinated  ministries  of  the  Godhead,  upon 
which  these  affirmations  are  based. 


1.  The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (1-27). 


a.  He  places  the  believer  in  Christ,  1-4. 


(1)  In  Christ  is  no  condemnation,  1. 


(2)  In  Christ  is  freedom  from  sin  and  death,  2. 


(3)  In  Christ  is  condemnation  of  sin,  3. 

(4)  In  Christ  is  fulfilment  of  the  law,  4. 


b.  He  indwells  the  believer,  5-13. 


(1)  Separates  the  saved  from  the  unsaved,  5-8. 


(2)  Identifies  the  true  believer,  9 
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(3)  Guarantees  the  resurrection  of  the  believer,  10-11. 


(4)  Empowers  the  believer  for  godly  living,  12-13. 


He  verifies  the  new  life  of  the  believer,  14-17. 


(1)  Certifies  the  sonship  of  believers,  14. 


((2)  Empowers  the  Father- son  relationship,  15. 


(3) 


sses)  to  the  Father-child  relationship,  16. 


1  {(/&#£>—■ -  q 

o  fkjuzv^v4)  Assures  the  inheritance  of  the  believer,  17. 
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d.  He  confirms  the  glorification  of  the  believer,  18-25, 


(1)  Present  suffering  in  view  of  glorification,  18. 

*  0E&£f7i/J /<t  a  i/W  P^-^cqiUd 

^  Z-  ^  ATO'^^>A  (3©  Dblo^ 


&"&'X2)  Creation's  groaning  in  view  of  glorification. 


if  i&W)  If  ^r/v'  - 


(3)  Believer's  groaning  in  view  of  glorification,  23. 

~1H(S 


a.  It  establishes  the  present,  28. 

-Titfjfcti  '<bpT 

(I)  Relevancy  of  everything)  in  life. 

(=€qD 


(2)  Dynamic  of  life. 

Yauj& 

(3)  Election  cause  of  life. 

6ffl&^TUXj5>  &*£>  S^T-S-  LQZs&'-fo 
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(4)  Sovereignty  of  God  in  life. 
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b.  It  explains  the  future,  29. 

(1)  Belated  to  foreknowledge. 

(2)  Based  on  predestination. 

(3)  Certifies  the  glorification  of  believers. 

(4)  Verifies  the  preeminence  of  Christ. 

c.  It  encompasses  the  whole  of  salvation,  30. 

(1 )  Predestination. 

(2)  Calling. 

(3)  Justification. 

(4)  Glorification. 

3.  The  ministry  of  Christ  (31-39). 
a.  Reconciliation,  31. 


(1)  According  to  the  plan  of  God 

(2)  Reconciles  God  to  believers* 

(3)  Assures  victory  to  believers 

Substitution,  32. 

(1)  Caused  by  the  Father. 

(2)  Accomplished  on  the  Cross. 

(3)  Unlocks  the  treasury  of  God. 

Justification,  33. 

(1)  Silences  every  accuser. 

(2)  Settled  by  election. 


(3)  Secured  by  God. 
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Note : 


d.  Intercession,  34. 

(I)  Based  on  the  death  of  Christ. 


(2)  Attested  by  the  resurrection  of  Christ. 


(3)  Guaranteed  by  the  exaltation  of  Christ. 


e.  Preservation,  35-39. 

(1)  Secure  in  the  love  of  Christ,  35-36. 

(2)  Secure  by  the  love  of  Christ,  37. 

(3)  Secure  in  the  love  of  God,  38-39. 


It  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  this  chapter  we 
learn  that  in  Christ  Jesus  there  is: 


No  condemnation,  because  Christ  died  for  us,  1-4. 

No  defeat,  because  the  Spirit  dwells  in  us,  5-14. 

No  fear,  because  God  is  our  Father,  15-17. 

No  despair,  because  stiff erings  bring  glory,  18-25. 

No  calamity,  because  all  things  work  together  for 
good,  26-30. 

No  adversary,  because  God  is  for  us,  31-34. 

No  separation,  because  God  loves  us,  35-39. 
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Prophetic  Section-- Israel  in  God's  plan  (9:1-11:36) 


Why  does  Paul  introduce  the  subject  of  Israel  at  this  point 
in  the  epistle?  It  seems  that  this  theme  is  not  in  the  main 
stream  of  thought.  Having  treated  the  doctrine  of  salvation 
in  the  first  eight  chapters,  one  would  think  that  Paul  would 
have  dealt  immediately  with  the  subject  of  Christian  conduct 
that  appears  after  these  three  chapters  in  12:1-15:13.  In¬ 
stead,  however,  he  delays  that  discussion  and  proceeds  to  un¬ 
fold  the  theme  of  Israel  in  the  plan  of  God.  Why?  What  is 
the  rationale  behind  this  apparent  disjunction. 

In  reply,  keep  in  mind  that  the  first  eight  chapters  reveal 
the  universal  appeal  of  the  gospel;  salvation  is  available 
to  Jew  and  Gentile  alike  by  faith  in  the  atonement  of  Christ. 
The  death  of  (Jurist  embraces  mankind;  universality  is  the  key 
note  of  the  gospel.  Such  an  emphasis  seems  to  ignore  the  re¬ 
lation  of  Israel  to  God.  Is  she  not  the  covenant  nation  to 
whom  God  made  many  promises  in  the  Old  Testament?  If  so, 
then  why  haven't  those  promises  been  fulfilled?  Thus,  the 
logic  of  introducing  the  subject  of  Israel  at  this  point; 
the  arguments  of  this  section,  although  important  to  Gentile 
believers,  would  be  of  greater  value  to  Jewish  believers  in 
Rome,  who  most  likely  would  raise  the  objection  that  God  has 
either  forgotten 

his  promises  to  Israel,  or  else  the  Christ  or  Mes¬ 
siah  whom  Paul  is  preaching  is  not  truly  the  Mes¬ 
siah  of  Israel.  If  God  has  forgotten  his  promises 
to  Israel,  then  how  can  anyone  depend  upon  his  pro¬ 
mises  in  the  Gospel?  And  if  Christ  is  not  the  true 
Messiah,  then  why  place  any  dependence  in  the  Gos¬ 
pel?  In  either  case,  or  both,  to  Jew  and  Gentile 
believers  alike,  unless  this  objection  can  be  an¬ 
swered,  there  is  little  use  to  admonish  them  on 
the  way  they  should  live  as  Christians  (Unpublished 
notes  on  Remans,  Dr.  Hoyt). 

In  truth  then  these  three  chapters  are  not  necessarily  paren¬ 
thetical,  but  really  belong  to  the  main  stream  of  thought. 
Before  Paul  can  discuss  the  subject  of  Christian  conduct, 
which  is  the  theme  of  12:1-15:13,  he  must  treat  the  subject 
of  Israel  in  God's  plan  to  dispel  any  erroneous  thinking 
that  may  arise  primarily  in  the  minds  of  Jewish  believers 
in  Rome. 

Note:  For  a  panoramic  view  of  the  past,  present,  and  future 
history  of  Israel  as  presented  in  these  chapters,  consult  the 
chart  on  page  5G. 


In  this  chapter  Paul  reviews  the  past  of  Israel  in 
the  context  of  divine  sovereignty.  He  emphasizes 
the  election  of  Israel  in  the  light  of  the  sover¬ 
eignty  of  God.  Contrary  to  what  anyone  might  sup¬ 
pose,  God  has  not  been  unfaithful  to  Israel,  but 
in  reality  has  worked  in  behalf  of  Israel  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  decree  of  election. 


1.  Sovereignty,  behind  the  heritage  of  Israel  (1-5). 


a.  Cause  of  Paul’s  concern  for  Israel,  1-3. 


(1)  Confirmed  in  Christ,  la. 


(2)  Witnessed  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  lb. 


(3)  Intense  in  nature,  2. 


(4)  Related  to  his  kinsmen,  3b. 


(5)  Explained  by  his  wish,  3a. 


b.  Citing  the  heritage  of  Israel,  4-5. 


(1)  Israelites  ethnically,  4a. 


(2)  Position  of  adoption,  4b. 


(3)  Recipients  of  the  glory,  4c. 


(4)  Possessors  of  the  covenants,  4d. 


(5)  Custodians  of  the  law,  4e. 


(6)  Entrusted  with  the  service  of  God,  4f • 


(7)  Given  the  promises,  4g. 


(8)  Distinguished  ancestry,  5a. 


(9)  Channel  for  Christ's  birth,  5b. 


a.  Ihe  election  of  Isaac,  6-9. 

(1)  Established  by  the  Word  of  God,  6a. 


-13). 


(2)  Eliminates  the  children  of  the  flesh,  6b-7a,  8a 
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(3)  Embraces  the  children  of  promise,  7b,  8b- 9. 

b.  The  election  of  Jacob,  10-13. 

(1)  Before  his  birth,  10-lla. 

(2)  According  to  the  divine  purpose,  llb-12. 

(3)  Object  of  divine  love,  13. 

3.  Sovereignty,  directs  the  mercy  of  God  (14-29). 


a.  3he  freedom  of  God,  14-18. 
(1)  He  is  righteous,  14. 


(2)  He  bestows  mercy  according  to  His  will,  15-16. 

(3)  He  controlled  the  life  of  Pharoah,  17-18. 

b.  The  vindication  of  God,  19-26. 

(1)  Who  can  question  God,  19-21. 
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(2)  Who  can  annul  the  plan  of  God,  22-24. 

c.  The  salvation  of  Israel,  25-29. 

(1)  Foretold  by  Hosea,  25-26. 

(2)  Foretold  by  Isaiah,  27-29. 


\ 
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Sovereignty,  explains  the  salvation  of  God  (30-33). 


a.  The  salvation  of  Gentiles,  30. 

(1)  Gentiles  followed  not  after  righteousness. 


(2)  Gentiles  attained  righteousness  by  faith. 


b.  Hie  failure  of  Israel,  31-33. 

(1)  Israel  pursued  the  law  of  righteousness,  31a. 

(2)  Israel  did  not  attain  righteousness,  31b- 32. 

(3)  Israel*s  failure  foretold  in  Scripture,  33. 


62 


B.  The  salvation  of  God,  Unbelief  of  Israel  (10:1-21). 


Uiis  chapter  deals  with  the  present  state  of  Israel. 
Elected  to  salvation  in  eternity,  Israel  has  not  yet 
experienced  the  fulfilment  of  that  election  due  to 
unbelief.  Having  rejected  God*s  way  of  righteous¬ 
ness,  which  is  by  faith  in  Christ,  she  foolishly  at¬ 
tempted  to  attain  righteousness  through  a  powerless 
ritualism  by  adhering  to  works  of  the  law.  Israel 
has  not  yet  learned  that  "Christ  is  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteousness  to  everyone  that  believes” 
(10:4).  She  will  continue  in  a  state  of  unbelief 
until  the  return  of  Christ. 


(3) 
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c.  Based  on  the  law,  4-3. 


'  (1)  Law/,  fulfilled  by  faith  in  Christ,  4. 


(2)  (  Law,  operated  in  the  past  dispensation,  5a, 


V 


(3)  Law,  required  strict  obedience,  5b. 


2.  God's  way  of  salvation  (6-15). 


a.  The  basis  of  salvation,  6-7. 


(1)  Righteousness  by  faith,  6a. 


(2 )  Incarnati 

I  J  v  \ 


,  $ 


of  Christ,  6b. 

rK ' 


{3)  Atoneittent-o: 


b.  The  means  of 

C  nl . 


ation,  8-10. 
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(2)  Prophesied  by  Isaiah,  20. 


(3)  Displayed  by  Israel,  21. 


C.  Hie  faithfulness  of  God,  Salvation  of  Israel  (11:1-36). 


Israel* 8  state  of  unbelief  is  temporal  not  permanent, 
lhat  is  the  main  thrust  of  this  chapter,  for  it  dis¬ 
closes  the  salvation  of  all  Israel  in  the  future,  and 
thus  confirms  the  faithfulness  of  God  to  Israel.  At¬ 
tention  is  called  to  the  fact  that  God  has  always 
been  faithful  in  saving  Jews  who  believed  in  Him .  ac¬ 
cording  "to  the  election  of  grace"  (11:5).  There 
has  always  been  a  remnant  of  believing  Jews  through¬ 
ly  out  the  history  of  Israel.  This  remnant  comprises 

the  body  of  spiritual  Israel  within  the  confines  of 
national  Israel.  At  the  return  of  Christ,  however, 
the  whole  nation  will  be  converted  and  thus  become 
the-  corpus  of  spiritual  Israel  in  fulfilment  of  the 
decree  of  election  (11:26). 


1.  The  remnant  of  Israel  (1-6). 


a.  Attested  by  the  salvation  of  Paul,  l-2a. 


(1)  Question,  Has  God  cast  away  His  people,  la. 


(2)  Reply,  God  forbid— Paul  is  a  saved  Jew,  lb. 


(3)  Cause,  Divine  foreknowledge,  2a. 


b.  Witnessed  by  the  salvation  of  the  7,000,  2b-4. 


(1)  Recorded  in  Scripture,  2b 


(2)  Result  of  Elijah* s  claim,  2c-3. 


(3)  Revealed  by  God,  4. 


c.  Confirmed  by  the  salvation  of  Jews  in  the  present 

(1)  According  to  election,  5. 

(2)  Caused  by  grace,  6a. 


(3)  Rules  out  works,  6b. 


Ihe  blindness  of  Israel  (7-24). 
a.  Explanation  of  the  blindness,  7-10. 

(1)  Partial  in  scope,  7. 


(2)  Foretold  by  Moses,  8. 


(3)  Prophesied  by  David,  9-10. 
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b.  Purpose  of  the  hliTTrinepp  f  H-15. 

(1)  Salvation  of  the  Gentiles,  11. 

(2)  Restoration  of  Israel,  12. 


(3)  Salvation  of  Israel,  13-15. 


c.  Seriousness  of  the  blindness,  16-24. 

gjayoegS 

(1)  Analogy  of  the  olive  tree,  16-17; 


-  (viu) 


(2X  Admonition  against  boasting,  18-20. 


(3)  Admonition  against  unbelief,  21-24. 


3.  the  salvation  of  Israel  (25-36). 


a.  Assured  by  the  plan  of  God,  25-29. 


(1)  The  return  of  Christ,  25-26. 


(2) 


The  new  covenant,  27 


(3)  The  decree  of  election,  28-29 


b.  Bestowed  by  the  mercy  of  God,  30-32. 


(1)  Cause  of  the  salvation  of  Gentiles,  30. 


(2)  Basis  of  the  salvation  of  Israel,  31. 


(3)  Cause  of  the  salvation  of  mankind,  32. 


c.  Designed  by  the  wisdom  of  God,  33-36. 


(1)  Infinite  in  content,  33a. 


(2)  Defies  total  comprehension,  33b-35. 


(3)  Elicits  praise  and  worship,  36. 


Note :  Two  important  facts  emerge  from  this  section 
on  Israel:  First,  it  is  clear  that  Paul  does 
not  equate  Israel  to  the  Church.  The  identi¬ 
ty  of  national  Israel  is  never  in  doubt,  for 
the  Israel  of  these  chapters  is  the  same  na¬ 
tion  that  God  dealt  with  in  the  Old  Testament 
Second,  Israel's  future  is  certified  by  the 
elective  decree  of  God.  Her  future  xs  bright 
and  glorious,  because  God  foreknew  Israel  in 

eternity. 
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III. 


Practical  Section— -Christian  Conduct  (12:1-15:13). 


The  subject  of  Christian  Conduct  is  a  fitting  conclusion 
to  the  discussion  of  this  epistle.  Doctrine  is  the  main 
emphasis  of  the  first  eleven  chapters,  establishing  the 
foundation  of  the  Christian  life.  Nov/,  specific  instruc¬ 
tion  is  given  with  regard  to  the  life-style  expected  of 
all  who  are  in  Christ,  building  the  superstructure  of  the 
Christian  life.  The  order  of  content  is  logical--first 
doctrine  then  duty— creed  then  conduct,  for  it  is  axio¬ 
matic  that  orthodoxy  must  lead  to  orthopraxy,  v 

dteE  ui.  ftmiu 

Failure  to  observe  this  divine  order  will  result  in  ei¬ 
ther  dead  orthodoxy  or  dull  experience.  For  it  has  been 
often  stated  that  knowledge  of  doctrine  fills  the  head 
with  Christ,  while  the  practice  of  doctrine  fills  the 
heart  with  Christ.  Both  are  needed  to  effect  balance  in 
the  Christian  life.  Ihey  are  like  the  two  parts  of  salt, 
sodium  and  chloride,  both  are  essential  to  make  salt, 
which  is  a  preserver  of  life.  In  similar  manner,  doctrine 
and  disciple ship  are  inseparably  locked  into  the  content 
of  the  Christian  life  as  unfolded  in  the  Bible. 


It  is  for  this  reason  that  Paul  begins  his  discussion  of 
Christian  Conduct  with  an  appeal  to  believers  to  commit 
their  lives  to  God  in  view  of  the  mercies  of  God.  The 
'•mercies  of  God"  comprise  the  doctrinal  content  of  this 
epistle,  and  thus  serve  as  the  solid  foundation  of  the 
Christian  life.  Knowledge  and  application  of  this  doc¬ 
trine  results  in  experiential  growth  in  Christ,  charac¬ 
terized  by  spiritual  depth,  moral  discernment t  and  emo¬ 
tional  stability.  In  brief  it  means  to  experience  pro¬ 
gressively  the  maturity  of  Christ.  ^ 


A.  The  Christian  and  Self  (12:1-21). 


1.  With  respect  to  God,  Commitment  (1-2). 


a.  The  call  to  commitment,  la. 


(1)  Urgent  in  nature 


(2) 


Addressed  to  all  Christians. 


(3)  Based  on  the  mercies  of  God. 

The  characteristics  of  commitment,  lb. 

(1)  A  voluntary  act. 

(2)  A  crisis  act. 

(3)  Involves  the  complete  life. 

(4)  A  holy  act. 

(5)  Acceptable  unto  God. 

(6)  A  logical  act  of  worship. 

The  command  of  commitment,  2a. 

(1)  Negative  aspect — Be  not  conformed. 
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(2)  Positive  aspect — Be  transformed. 


d.  The  course  of  commitment,  2b. 


(1)  Prove  the  good  will  of  God. 


(2)  Prove  the  acceptable  will  of  God. 


(3)  Prove  the  perfect  will  of  God. 


Note: 


It  is  suggested  that  the  content  of  the 
will  of  God  is  revealed  in  the  instruc¬ 
tions  of  12:3-15:13,  for  this  section 
discloses  the  demands  of  God  upon  the 
life  of  the  believer.  Thus,  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  will  of  God,  one  must  commit 
his  or  her  life  to  the  Lordship  of 
Christ.  True  biblical  commitment  opens 
the  door  to  the  spirit-filled-life  that 
is  centered  in  Christ,  and  enables  the 
believer  to  glorify  God  the  Father 
through  God  the  Son  by  the  power  of 
God  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  being  the 
supreme  objective  of  the  Christian  life, 


2. 


With  respect  to  Service  ,  Humility  (3-8) 

^  T^~Shj^AJ 

a.  Right  attitude,  3. 


(1)  Caused  by  grace 


(2)  Reflects  sound  thinking 


(3)  Based  on  faith* 


True  concept  of  the  Church,  4-5. 

(1)  Diversity  in  the  body,  4. 


(2)  Unity  in  the  body,  5a. 


(4)  Inter-dependence  in  the  body,  5b 


Proper  use  of  gifts,  6-8. 
(1)  Given  by  grace,  6a. 


(2)  Gift  of  prophecy,  6b. 


(3)  Gift  of  ministry,  7a. 


(4)  Gift  of  teaching,  7b. 
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(5)  Gift  of  exhortation,  8a. 


(6)  Gift  of  giving,  8b. 


(7)  Gift  of  ruling,  8c. 


(8)  Gift  of  mercy,  8d. 


3.  V  With  respect  to  Christians,  Love  (9*- 16). 


(J)W}  luJd  '' 


Practice  true  love,  9-10 


(1)  Without  hypocrisy,  9a. 


(2)  Morally  pure,  9b. 


(3)  Deeply  affectionate,  10a. 


(4)  Sincerely  humble,  10b. 


b.  Exempliary  in  conduct,  11-12. 


(1)  Outwardly  zealous,  11a. 


(2)  Fervent  in  serving  the  Lord,  lib 


(3)  Rejoicing  in  hope,  12a. 


(4)  Patient  in  tribulation,  12b. 


(5)  Diligence  in  prayer,  12c. 


Caring  for  needs,  13-15. 

(1)  Sharing  possessions,  13a. 


(2)  Pursuing  hospitality,  13b. 


(3)  Bless  persecutors,  14. 


(4)  Manifesting  empathy,  15. 


Promoting  unity,  16. 


Cl)  In  thinking. 
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(2)  In  humility. 


(3)  In  self -appraisal. 


4. 


fwi 


With  respect  to  Non-Christians,  Compassion 


a.  Live  consistently,  17. 

Cl)  Do  not  repay  evil  by  evil. 

(2)  Be  honest  in  all  actions. 


17-21). 


b.  Live  peaceably,  18. 

(1)  Give  no  occasion  for  hostility. 

(2)  Strive  for  peace  with  all  people. 

c.  Live  without  vengeance,  19. 

(1)  Give  way  to  wrath. 

(2)  Leave  vengeance  with  God. 
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d.  Live  in  kindness,  20-21. 


(1)  Provide  sustenance  for  your  enemy. 


(2)  Practice  good  to  overcome  evil. 


B.  The  Christian  and  Government  (13:1-14-). 


Having  discussed  primarily  the  duties  of  believers 
in  relation  to  the  Church  in  the  proceeding  chapter, 
Paul  now  deals  with  the  responsibilities  of  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  realm  of  the  State.  Why:. a  phapter  on 
this  subject?  Because  it  was  a  real  issue  in  the 
early  church  arising  out  of  several  statements  of 
Jesus.  Our  Lord  declared  that  His  kingdom  was  not 
Mof  this  world"  (Jn.  18:36).  He  taught  that  be¬ 
lievers  were  not  of  this  world  (Jn.  15:18-19),  and 
prayed  that  the  Father  would  keep  them  from  the 
power  of  the  "evil  one"  in  the  world  (Jn.  17:15-16). 
Furthermore,  Jewish  believers  were  indoctrinated  by 
the  teaching  that  "a  foreigner"  should  not  rule  over 
them  (Deut.  17:14-15).  Thus,  the  need  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  the  area  of  civic  responsibility  and  atti¬ 
tude. 


As  Hoyt  point  out,  "In  order  to  reconcile  allegiance 
to  Christ  with  allegiance  to  the  state,  Paul  must 
devote  a  whole  chapter  to  the  subject.  In  this 
chapter  he  puts  the  believer  at  rest  with  respect 
to  the  matter  of  nonresistance  mentioned  at  the 
close  of  the  previous  chapter  (12:17-21).  A  be¬ 
liever  might  well  conclude  that  leaving  vengeance 
upon  evil  doers  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord  might 
produce  anarchy.  But  this  is  not  so,  as  Paul  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  show.  God  has  made  provision  for  judgment 
of  evildoers  through  constituted  authority,  namely, 
the  state.  The  unfolding  of  this  theme  helps  the 
believer  to  put  himself  in  his  proper  place  in  re¬ 
lation  to  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  world." 
(Unpublished  notes  on  Romans). 
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a.  The  command,  1. 

(1)  Involves  every  person. 

(2)  Relates  to  civil  powers. 


(3)  Pertains  to  the  authority  of  God. 


b.  The  logic,  2-5. 

(1)  Disobedience  means  judgment,  2. 


(2)  Obedience  leads  to  commendation,  3-4a. 


(3)  Evil  results  in  punishment,  4b. 


(4)  Subjection  clears  the  conscience,  5. 


c.  The  realm,  6-7. 


(1)  Paying  taxes,  6-7a. 
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(2)  Showing  reverence,  7b. 


(3)  Bestowing  honor,  7c. 


a.  Ihe  command,  8. 


(1)  Discharge  all  debts. 


(2) 


Practice  love. 


(3)  Fulfill  the  law. 


b.  Ihe  result,  9-10. 


(1)  Obedience  to  the  commandments,  9a. 


(2)  Loving  one’s  neighbor,  9b-10a. 


(3)  Fulfilling  the  law,  10b. 
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a.  The  motivation,  11-12. 


(1)  Awareness  of  the  time,  11a. 


(2)  Alertness  with  regard  to  the  end  of  salvation,  11b- 

12. 


b.  The  conduct,  13. 


(1)  Live  in  honesty. 


(2)  Live  in  moral  purity. 


(3)  Live  in  contentment. 


c.  The  means,  14. 


(1)  Clothed  in  Christ. 


(2)  Control  of  the  flesh. 


Obedience,  love,  and  holiness  were  the  trade¬ 
marks  of  Christ’s  life  upon  the  earth.  He 
obeyed  the  civil  powers  of  His  day;  He  was 
motivated  by  love  in  all  actions;  He  walked 
consistently  in  holiness.  We  are  instructed 
-to  emulate  His  life.  To  do  this  we  must  live 
SThH^  and  allow  Him  to  live  through  us  by 
faith. 


Two  primary  issues  form  the  background  for  the  dis¬ 
cussion  in  this  passage,  the  subject  of  eating  meat 
offered  to  idols  and  the  observance  of  holy  days. 

,  Disagreement ,,  existed  over  these  practices  between 
the  weak" and  the  strong  in  the  faith.  These  were 
live  issues  that  jeopardized  the  unity  of  believers 
in  the  early  church.  Ihis  section  reveals  the  pro¬ 
per  attitude  that  believers  should  manifest  toward 
these  practices,  and  also,  the  personal  responsibi¬ 
lities  of 'weak^and  strong  Christians  in  their  re¬ 
lationships  based  on  these  issues. 


Note  that  the  difference  between'weak  and  strong 
believers  is  not  referring  to  a  distinction  between 

carnal  and  spiritual  Christians.  Rather,  it  is _ _ 

describing  levels  of  spiritual  growth  based  on  [ex¬ 
periential  knowledge  of  the  Christian  life.  Weak 
believers- are  immature  in  understanding,  whereas 
strong  believers  are  mature  in  understanding  the 
content  of  the  Christian  life.  Carnal  and  spiri¬ 
tual  concepts  are  related  to  the  control  of  the 
Christian  life.  Carnal  Christians  are  controlled 
by  the  flesh;  spiritual  Christians  are  controlled 
by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  thus  possible  to  be  im¬ 
mature  in  understanding  and  simultaneously  spiri¬ 
tual  in  quality  of  life.  Equally  true,  one  may  be 
mature  in  understanding  and  also  carnal  in  mani¬ 
festation  of  maturity.  In  short ?  who  controls  the 
life  determines  the  quality  of  life. 


Out  of  this  discussion  emerge  timely  and  timeless 
principles  to  guide  all  Christians  throughout  the 
Church  Age  in  questionable  matters  as  to  personal 
obligation  to  the  members  of  the  Body  of  Christ. 
They  provide  the  direction  in  areas  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  life,  which  are  related  directly  to  Christian 
liberty.  If  obeyed,  they  effect  harmony  and  unity 
between  Christians,  for  application  of  these  prin¬ 
ciples  contributes  to  the  edification  of  believers 
at  the  point  of  their  spiritual  growth. 


Assume  personal  responsibility  (14:1-12). 


a.  Counsel  to  the  strong,  1-2. 


(1)  Receive  the  weak,  la. 


(2)  Judge  not  the  mind  of  the  weak,  lb. 


(3)  Strong  eat  all  things,  2a. 


(4)  Weak  eat  herbs,  2b. 


Directive  for  strong  and  weak,  3-6. 

Cl)  Strong  not  to  despise  the  weak,  3a. 


(2)  Weak  not  to  judge  the  strong,  3b-4. 


(3)  Both  to  live  by  their  convictions,  5 


(4)  Both  to  glorify  God,  6. 


Motivation  for  strong  and  weak,  7-9. 

% 

(1)  Proper  understanding  of  life,  7. 
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(2)  Property  of  Christ,  8. 

(3)  Preeminence  of  Christ,  9. 

d.  Judgment  of  strong  and  weak,  10-12. 

(1)  Weak  not  to  judge  the  strong,  10a. 

(2)  Strong  not  to  despise  the  weak,  10b. 

(3)  Both  will  stand  before  Christ,  10c. 


(4)  Both  will  answer  to  God,  11-12. 


a.  Limitations  of  liberty,  13-16. 

(1)  Prohibits  freedom  to  judge,  13a. 


(2)  Prevents  building  stumblingblocks,  13b-14. 


(3)  Promotes  true  love,  15-16. 
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b.  Goal  of  liberty,  17-18. 

(1)  The  kingdom  of  God,  17. 


(2)  Hie  pleasure  of  God,  18a. 


(3)  Hie  approval  of  man,  18b. 


c.  Appeal  of  liberty,  19-23. 

(1)  Pursue  the  things  of  peace  and  edification,  19. 


(2)  Destroy  not  the  work  of  God,  20-21. 


(3)  Keep  faith  in  concealment,  22. 


(4)  Test  freedom  by  the  law  of  faith,  23. 


Practice  the  principle  of  self-denial  (15:1-3). 


a.  Hie  explanation,  1. 


(1)  Involves  the  strong 


c 


(3) 


By  possession  of  faith,  9b-10. 


.  The  universality  of  salvation,  11-15. 
(1)  Revealed  by  Scripture,  11. 


(2)  Embraces  all  mankind,  12-13. 
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(2)  Concerns  the  weak. 

(3)  Rules  out  self. 

b.  The  result,  2. 

(1)  Pleases  our  neighbor. 

(2)  Edifies  our  neighbor. 

c.  The  example,  3. 

(1)  Christ  denied  self. 

(2)  Christ  suffered  reproach. 


a.  The  origin  of  unity,  4-5. 

(1)  Taught  in  Scripture,  4. 

(2)  Originates  in  God  the  Father,  5a. 
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(3)  Revealed  by  Christ  Jesus,  5b. 

b.  The  purpose  of  unity,  6-7. 

(1)  To  glorify  God  the  Father,  6. 

(2)  To  unite  all  believers  in  Christ,  7. 

c.  The  basis  of  unity,  8-12. 

(1)  Salvation  of  the  Jews,  8. 

(2)  Salvation  of  the  Gentiles,  9-12. 

d.  The  result  of  unity,  13. 

(1)  Fulness  of  joy. 

(2)  Fulness  of  peace. 

(3)  Abounding  in  hope. 

(4)  Power  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
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A  reminder  that  all  the  exhortations  from 
12:3-15:13  follow  the  call  to  commitment 
in  12:1-2.  Commitment  to  the  Lordship  of 
Christ  is  the  guarantee  that  Christians 
will  abide  by  the  instructions  in  this  sec¬ 
tion.  For  it  is  within  the  framework  of 
biblical  commitment  that  believers  are  able 
to  work  out  their  own  salvation,  assured 
that  God  is  working  in  them  according  to 
His  good  pleasure. 


Conclusion : 


15:14-16:27 


In  this  lengthy  conclusion  Paul  writes  of  his  planned  trip 
to  Jerusalem,  Spain,  and  then  to  Rome.  He  sends  his  warm 
greetings  to  many  Saints  in  Rome,  and  speaks  highly  of 
their  faithfulness  to  the  Lord.  Intensely  personal,  inter¬ 
laced  with  love,  the  heart  of  Paul  is  opened  to  the  be¬ 
lievers  in  Rome  in  his  concluding  remarks.  One  senses  the 
heart  of  Christ  beating  in  the  heart  of  Paul.  Truly,  he 
lived  a  life  of  total  commitment  to  the  Lordship  of  Christ. 


I.  The  Journey  of  Paul  (15:14-33). 


l\kJ  ±  ft£L.  (Life 


B.  His  ministry  to  the  Gentiles  (15-21).  A)  /  vr,  _ 
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1.  Based  on  the  grace  of  God  (15). 

2.  Encompassed  the  Gentiles  (16  )  . 

3.  Cause  for  glory  (17). 

4.  Dependence  upon  Christ  (18). 

5.  Empowered  by  the  Holy  Spirit  (19). 

6.  Restricted  to  unevangelized  areas 

His  plan  to  visit  Rome  (22-33). 

1.  The  itinerary  of  Paul  (22-29). 


a.  Rome  in  the  future,  22-23 


b.  Spain  enroute  to  Rome,  24. 


c.  Jerusalem  in  the  present,  25-29. 


She  request  of  Paul  (30-33). 

a.  Prayer  in  his  behalf,  30. 


b.  Prayer  for  his  safety  in  Jerusalem,  31a. 


c.  Prayer  for  his  ministry  in  Jerusalem,  31b 


d.  Prayer  for  his  visit  to  Rome,  32 


e.  Prayer  for  the  presence  of  God,  33. 


The  Greetings  of  Paul  (16:1-24). 


Unique  is  this  section  on  the  greetings  of  Paul,  for  it 
is  interlaced  with  personal  notes  of  commendation  that 
provide  insight  into  the  lives  of  many  faithful  Saints. 
Although  its  primary  design  is  non-didacticf  it  serves 
to  teach  vital  truths  that  go  directly  to  the  hearts 
of  readers.  Attention  is  focused  upon  the  beautiful 
relationship  between  Saints,  who  loved  Christ  first  and 
foremost.  This  passage  presents  a  historical  portrait 
of  true  love  in  action;  Saints  laboring  faithfully  for 
the  Master,  loving  each  other  as  they  serve  Him  in  love. 


A.  His  recommendation  of  Phoebe  (1-2). 

1.  She  is  called  our  sister  (la). 

2.  She  serves  the  Church  in  Cenchrea  (lb). 

3.  She  is  the  envoy  to  Rome  (2a). 

4.  She  was  a  helper  to  many  (2b). 


B.  His  greetings  to  the  Saints  in  Rome  (3-15). 


1.  Priscilla  and  Aquila,  helpers  in  Christ  (3-5a). 
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2.  Epaenetus,  firstfruits  of  Asia  (5b). 


3.  Mary,  labored  faithfully  (6) 


4.  Andronicus  and  Junias,  kinsmen  and  fellowprisoners  (7). 


5.  Aapliatua,  beloved  in  the  Lord  (8). 


6.  Urbanus,  helper  in  Christ  (9a). 


7.  Stachys,  my  beloved  (9b). 


8.  Apelles,  approved  in  Christ  (10a). 


9.  Household  of  Aristobulus  (10b). 


10.  Herodion,  my  kinsman  (11a). 
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Household  of  Narcissus,  in  the  Lord  (lib) 
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Tryphaena  and  Tryphosa,  labored  in  the  Lord  (12a) 


13.  Persia,  labored  much  in  the  Lord  (12b). 


14.  Rufus,  chosen  in  the  Lord  (13a). 


15.  Rufus1  mother,  the  mother  of  Paul  (13b). 


16.  Asyncritus,  Phlegon,  Hermes,  Patrobas,  Hennas,  and 
the  brethren  with  them  (14). 


17.  Phxlologus,  Julia,  Hereus,  his  sister,  Olympas,  and 
all  the  Saints  with  them  (15). 

His  exhortations  t©  the  Saints  in  Rome  (16-20). 

1.  Practice  the  holy  kiss  in  greetings  (16). 

2.  Know  and  avoid  false  teachers  (17-18). 

3.  Wisdom  in  good,  simple  in  evil  (19). 
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4.  Aware  of  Satan's  ultimate  defeat  (20). 


D.  His  greetings  from  Fellow-Saints  (21-24). 


1.  Timothy,  my  fellow-worker  (21a). 


2.  Lucius,  Jason,  Sosipater,  my  kinsmen  (21b). 


3.  Tertius,  writer  of  the  epistle  (22). 


4.  Gaius,  the  host  of  Paul,  and  the  whole  church  (23a). 


5.  Erastus,  chamberlain  of  the  city  (23b). 


6.  Quartue,  a  brother  (23c). 


Ill.  The  Doxology  of  Paul  (16:24-27). 


The  validity  of  this  passage  has  been  disputed  since  it 
appears  that  the  epistle  ends  officially  at  verse  twenty. 
As  to  the  doubt  of  its  genuineness,  Stifler  remarks  that 
it  "arose  from  a  failure  to  see  the  structure  of  this 
closing  portion.  As  the  benediction  of  verse  20  closed 
j  the  epistle  officially,  so  this  one  closes  it  fraternally. 
(Stifler,  op.  cit.,  p.  252). 


It 
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A.  Prayer  of  Paul  (24) 


1.  Request  for  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 


2.  Addressed  to  God  the  Father. 


3.  Embraces  all  the  Saints  in  Rome. 


This  verse  is  omitted  in  several  ancient  manu¬ 
scripts.  Since  it  appears  at  the  end  of  verse 
twenty,  its  repetition  here  may  be  an  interpo¬ 
lation.  It  is  omitted  in  both  the  Nestle  and 
Westcott  text. 


B.  Power  of  God  (25-26). 


1.  Contained  in  the  Gospel  (25a). 


2.  Released  through  preaching  Christ  (25b). 


3.  Concealed  in  the  past  (25c). 


4.  Revealed  in  the  present  (26a) 
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5.  Available  for  all  nations  (26b). 


6.  Dynamic  for  the  obedience  of  faith  (26c). 


G.  Person  of  God  (27). 


1.  Affirmation  of  the  true  God. 


2.  Acknowledgement  of  the  wisdom  of  God. 


3.  Ascription  of  worship  to  God. 


Note :  In  view  of  the  theme  of  this  epistle  stated  in 
1;1,  "the  gospel  of  God”,  how  fitting  to  close 
this  monumental  letter  with  the  worship  of  God 
through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  For  it  is  in¬ 
deed  true  that  God  in  Christ  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  content  of  this  book.  The 
diverse  subjects  revealed  through  the  doctri¬ 
nal,  prophetical,  and  practical  sections  of 
this  epistle  are  centered  in  Him  and  revolve 
around  Him.  Therefore,  He  alone  is  worthy  of 
honor,  glory,  and  praise.  Let  us  worship  Him. 
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